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Dear guests,

F R O M  T H E  C O M M A N D E R - I N - C H I E F

Izham Ismail

Group Managing Director

Malaysia Aviation Group
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F R O M  T H E  G O I N G  P L A C E S  T E A M

ome places never stand still. Whether through 
cultural reinvention, artistic revolution or a 
renewed appreciation for history, the spirit of 
renewal is palpable in some of the world’s most 
exciting destinations, inviting us to explore them 
with fresh eyes.

Take Paris (p34). It’s always a good idea, but this year, it feels 
especially compelling. The City of Lights is buzzing with grand 
reopenings, landmark exhibitions and blue-chip art fairs. At 
the same time, art institutions are unveiling exciting updates 

stage for Art Basel that is taking place in the Grand Palais 
this October. Add to that a dynamic food scene, and Paris is 
once again at the centre of it all. 

From the beating heart of Europe, we take a slower, more 
introspective journey to Sumatra, Indonesia. Writer Marco 
Ferrarese starts in Medan, weaving through vast forests and 
mountain villages before reaching Banda Aceh (p42), the 
charming provincial capital of Aceh. It’s a reminder that the 
best journeys aren’t just about the destination, but everything 
in between. 

Meanwhile, Phnom Penh’s Daun Penh district is quietly 

everything from heritage landmarks to luxury shopping and 
a thriving arts scene (p24). Over in Kolkata, tradition meets 
transformation – historic tea rooms sit alongside contemporary 
art galleries, stylish coffee roasteries and sleek riverside 
developments, making it an intriguing weekend escape. 

Other exciting places worth exploring include the stunning 
beaches of Chennai (p18), the grand bazaars of Delhi’s Chandni 
Chowk (p19) and Surabaya’s fascinating Arab Quarter (p22). 
You can also marvel at China’s tallest structure, Canton Tower, 
a breathtaking landmark in Guangzhou (p17). If this is your 

love with the country (p9).
Wherever your travels take you, may they bring a renewed 

sense of wonder and discovery.

This issue’s 
contributors

Lindsey Tramuta
Writer, “For art’s sake”, p34 

Lindsey is a Paris-based 

culture and travel journalist, 

bestselling author and 

podcaster. Her work has 

appeared in The New York 

Times, Condé Nast Traveler, 

Fortune Magazine, Afar, 

Travel & Leisure and Vogue, 

among many others. 

Muhammad Fadli
Photographer, “The slow 

road to Banda Aceh”, p42

Muhammad is a 

documentary and portrait 

photographer based in 

Jakarta. His personal 

projects focus mostly on 

history, environment and 

social issues. 

Find us online goingplacesmagazine goingplaces.malaysiaairlines.com Scan QR code on the cover!

S

Marco Ferrarese
Writer, “The slow road to 

Banda Aceh”, p42

Marco is a Penang-based 

guidebook author and travel 

journalist inspired by the 

offbeat and the unusual. His 

work has been published in 

Lonely Planet, Nikkei Asia and 

the BBC, among others. 
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12 REASONS

In a leafy suburban neighbourhood 

in George Town, the delightful Third 
Culture Dining – helmed by chef Sue 

Ching Khor (pictured) and an all-women 

front staff – offers one of the best fi ne-

dining experiences in all of Penang. 

The setting: An elegant mid-century 

modern bungalow that was once an 

architect’s private residence. 

The menu: An intriguing and creative 

showcase of locally sourced seasonal 

ingredients.

The technique: Expect fl avours that 

shaped Sue Ching’s childhood in Malaysia, 

paired with French culinary techniques 

(she spent a decade training with French 

mentors, starting at the acclaimed 

Institut Paul Bocuse in Lyon). 

The must-eats: A starter of mushroom 

soup fl avoured with kulim, or jungle 

garlic, a local nut with a truffl e-like 

aroma. Khor's take on the traditional 

lam mee features extra-large prawns in a 

bouillabaisse sauce and angel hair pasta. 

The pièce de résistance: Pulling it 

all together is the warm and attentive 

service that makes the whole meal feel 

like a visit with someone stylish and 

fabulously well-travelled. The space is 

intimate, so best to book in advance. 

thirdculturedining.com
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The female graze

Penang
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TO LOVE MALAYSIA
Bold flavours, inspiring people and unforgettable places

Kuala Lumpur

A feast for  

the senses

Weekend escape 

idea: the TUI BLUE 
The Haven Ipoh 

stands out for 

its breathtaking 

limestone scenery. 

Its centrepiece is a 

seahorse-shaped 

pool opening 

out into a lake 

that surrounds 

Rockhaven, a 

200-million-year-

old limestone 

monolith often 

veiled in mystical 

morning mist. 

Located at the 

base of a mountain, 

part of a range that 

forms the spine of 

Peninsular Malaysia, 

the hotel’s 150 

deluxe rooms offer 

private balconies 

with panoramic 

views of the 

dramatic cliff faces. 

Whether it’s 

a morning hike, 

a lakeside yoga 

session or simply 

unwinding by the 

pool, we can’t 

think of a more 

serene setting 

for a rejuvenating 

escape. instagram.

com/tui_blue_the_

haven_ipoh

Chinatown’s flavours get a 

bold, modern twist at Upper 
House KL, on the rooftop of 

B Hotel on Petaling Street. 

Enjoy inventive bites such 

as wagyu ox tongue on roti 

benggali, octopus with laksam 

sauce (a fish-based coconut 

milk gravy) and ulam raja 

(King’s salad). The mains 

include succulent wagyu 

beef, and smoked duck with 

orange, Sichuan peppers 

and lotus leaf buns. The view 

is just as spectacular: the 

Merdeka 118 – the second 

tallest structure in the world 

– in all its towering glory. 
instagram.com/upperhouse.kl

Perak

Escape to 
paradise 

3

2
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R E A S O N S  T O  L O V E 

The menu at Surreal, the newly 

opened café in Kuchai Lama, 

lists inventive sips such as 

fermented apple, cinnamon 

and brown sugar tepache, 

alongside The Cousins, a 

shaken Earl Grey infused with 

apricot and plum. 

The food is just as playful: 

hotate pai tee (scallop in 

a pastry shell), coconut 

green soup and grilled miso-

marinated tentacles with 

pumpkin purée. 

The dreamlike aesthetic 

extends beyond the plate – 

whimsical fonts and Edward 

Hopper’s Soir Bleu add to the 

ambience, creating a dreamlike 

atmosphere that feels like 

you’ve stepped into a painting. 

instagram.com/surreal_kl

Craving a touch of kopitiam nostalgia in Kota Kinabalu? 

Atukuupi in Central Plaza – a portmanteau of atuk 

(grandfather) and kopi (coffee) – brings a modern café twist 

to beloved kopitiam staples. Signature drinks include salted 

Atukuupi Masin coffee, Atuk Cham (a rich coffee and tea 

blend) and the Traditional 3 Layer Atuk Teh, infused with gula 

melaka and evaporated milk. The food menu stays true to 

its local roots with staples like nasi lemak, nasi kuning (yellow 

rice) and the indulgent Atuk Roti Banjir Curry – a comforting 

dish of toast drenched in fragrant curry. instagram.com/atukuupi

Sabah

Kopitiam 
classics  
meet modern 
café vibes

Kuala Lumpur

Tea down 

the rabbit 

hole 

4

5
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After experiencing the 

wonders of biohacking – a 

proactive, science-driven 

approach to making small, 

intentional changes to your 

body, diet and lifestyle – Yap 

Yann Fang set up ĀMANÏ 
Biohacking Club, Asia’s first 

and largest biohacking club, in 

the suburb of Bangsar.

It is now a sanctuary for 

individuals with a holistic 

approach to wellness, offering  

a range of spaces that includes 

a salt pool and a meditation 

cave. It also conducts 

workshops that teach people 

who cook for you at home how 

to whip up nourishing meals.

Cutting-edge technologies 

Kuala Lumpur

Say hello 
to a new, 
improved you

worth checking out include 

Waveguard, a machine that 

protects against harmful EMF 

radiation, and the  

BioCharger Lounge, where 

electromagnetic frequencies 

and light therapy work to 

revitalise cellular energy. 

Ready for your superfit era? 

amani.com.my

10
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ELEVATE
A global guide to uplifting updates for work, rest and play

Guangzhou’s baton-shaped Canton 
Tower was China’s tallest structure at 
600m when it opened in 2010 (a title 
held until the Shanghai Tower claimed 
it three years later) and quickly became 
a tourist hotspot. The astronomical and 
broadcast tower features observation 

of the Pearl River and a bustling city 
home to over 10 million people. The 
tower itself is something to behold: 
atypically slender and wrapped in 
latticework design, it has earned the 

new Canton Tower Plaza at the base 
of the tower, unveiled in December, is 
even more reason to visit. Designed to 

water, this sprawling, multilevel arcade 
features manicured pocket parks, 

restaurants at the foot of the tower. If 
you like your architectural marvels with 
a side of shopping and dining, you know 
where to go. cantontower.com

Guangzhou’s hard-to-miss 

landmark adds a swanky new 

leisure arcade BY TARA FT SERING 

Meet me at 
the Plaza
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Browse exciting tours and 

activities in Guangzhou with 

Journify now. 
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E L E V AT EE L E V AT E

Hot sips 
in the 
Himalayas

Legend says that Nepal’s 

A third-wave coffee culture  

is brewing in Kathmandu  
BY ZINARA RATHNAYAKE 

C A F E S

What began as a pour-over 

stand on a staircase by Austrian 

Birgit Lienhart-Gyawali has now 

grown into one of Kathmandu’s 

planet-forward coffee franchises 

with two outlets across the city. 

Their venue in Lalitpur – a historic 

neighbourhood lined with Unesco-

listed medieval, red-brick palaces 

and temples – is particularly 

charming with bright, earthy 

interiors blanketed in greenery. But 

what makes kar.ma stand out is, of 

course, their coffee; the café serves 

single origin Arabica produced by 

independent farmer families from 

several villages, like the small hamlet 

Kalika near Nepal’s second largest 

city Pokhara. 

Recently, kar.ma has grown 

in popularity for their moka pot 

double espressos with a drizzle 

of homemade spices, speciality 

coffee-tasting sessions and 

artisanal products like coffee-

infused wild honey, handcrafted 

chocolates and herbal tea blends. 

They are always looking at ways 

to minimise coffee waste too, 

with methods like turning pulp 

into eco napkins or notebooks. 

karmacoffee.com.np

kar.ma Coffee 
Gyanmandala, Lalitpur
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“ 
[Coffee shops in 

Kathmandu] are 

proudly embracing 

locally produced 

coffee from Arabica 

plants grown across 

the country’s high-

altitude regions and 

lush valleys”

Tucked away in a small alley 

just a few steps away from the 

city’s main tourist hub Thamel, 

this unassuming coffee shop 

offers some of Kathmandu’s 

best coffee. It’s homely, and 

barista-owner Raju Shrestha 

serves a range of cold brews, 

V60 and fuller-bodied French 

press brews, and has managed 

to capture the attention of 

both tourists and locals with his 

perfected latte art. 

“I was always very interested 

in coffee, so when I started the 

café, all I wanted to do was to 

serve the best coffee I could. 

It makes me really happy when 

my coffee makes people happy,” 

says Shrestha as he pours 

frothed milk to foam an easter 

bunny latte art.

With a cosy book corner, 

home-baked cinnamon rolls, 

cookie jars and a small but 

impressive list of non-coffee 

drinks – like the café’s masala 

tea and mint lemonades – Mira’s 

is just a really good spot to 

enjoy a slice of Kathmandu’s 

everyday life. instagram.com/

mirascoffeenp

Mira’s Coffee 
Kaldhara-16

Everything at Ananda – meaning 

“bliss” in Sanskrit – holds true 

to its name. Located near 

the iconic Boudhanath Stupa 

with terracotta-tiled floors 

and sun-dappled houseplants 

that merge seamlessly with 

fluttering Tibetan Buddhist 

prayer flags, this organic café is 

a nod to Kathmandu’s spiritual 

heart. Artist Pasang Dhondup 

and his staff from Dolpo, a 

remote, high-altitude Himalayan 

region of northwestern Nepal, 

serves gluten-free buckwheat 

pancakes, Tibetan-style hand-

pulled noodles and matcha 

cakes to pair with excellent 

organic drip coffee. Guests 

can also choose from a list of 

herbal teas picked from the high 

mountain regions, such as their 

hand-picked wildflower tea 

from Dolpo and organic blends 

from across the world. It’s the 

perfect retreat for everyone; 

there are reading nooks, food 

cooked with love and a small 

corner boutique stocked with 

handmade soaps, notebooks 

and ceramics. instagram.com/

anandatreehouse

Ananda Tree House 
Opposite Mangaldvip 

Boarding School, Phulbari- 

Ramhiti, Boudha Road 6

020-021_Elevate Kathmandu Cafes.TS(AF)(AL)_R3.indd   21
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Fondly known to locals as Ampel, 
the Arab Quarter in Surabaya – 

Jakarta – is a fascinating area for 
immersing yourself in the city’s Arab 
community, history and heritage. 
Located to the north of Chinatown, 
this vibrant quarter is renowned 
as both a religious and culinary 
destination. At its centre stands the 
ancient mosque and tomb of Sunan 
Ampel, one of the revered saints 
credited with spreading Islam in 
Java. Shops and streets with Arabic 
names lend a particular charm to 

the area, as though you’ve been 
transported elsewhere, and the blend 
of architectural styles make it a 
delight to explore. Ready to discover 

of the Arab Quarter? Here’s where 
to start.

Gule Roti Maryam H Safi li
This iconic eatery stays true to 
the original recipes of a Yemeni 
immigrant who started selling mung 

to hungry pilgrims and locals alike. 

roti maryam, into the golden, thick 
and creamy mung bean stew is a 
simple pleasure. But if you’re looking 
to elevate supper, add an order of 
mutton ribs or satay. Jalan KH Mas 
Mansyur No 10–14

Nasi Tongkol Bu Karmini
Open from 5am until it sells out 
around lunchtime, this stall behind 
Al-Irsyad Hospital is hard to miss 
– just look for the usual long queue 
of eager customers. Established in 

1984, it’s still run by Ibu Karmini, 

mackerel stew with rice and crispy 

things up with other seafood delights 
to top your plate, from spicy crab to 
squid cooked in its ink – a perfect nod 
to Surabaya’s heritage as a bustling 
harbour. Jalan Petukangan, 
Nyamplungan

Yaman Kuliner

of the almost century-old Hotel 
Kemajuan, this cosy restaurant has 
been serving hearty meals since 

family, which proudly carries its 

both individual portions and a large 
platter set menu that’s perfect for 
groups up to 14. Their aromatic nasi 
kebuli (pilaf rice) is a standout, and 
you can pair it with mutton, beef or 
chicken for a truly satisfying meal. 
Another must-try is the tender 
roasted honey mutton, served sizzling 
on a hot plate. Curious about the 

mandhi, bukhari and kabsa rice? 
Just ask the friendly owner for a 
quick, fascinating lesson in Arabic-

Jalan KH Mas 
Mansyur No 92 
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Yaman Kuliner

Gule Roti Maryam H Safi li

Nasi Tongkol Bu Karmini

Savour the unique fl avours of Surabaya
in the city’s Arab Quarter
BY EVE TEDJA

Heritage 
on a plate

D I N I N G

Make your Surabaya trip truly 

special with a curated itinerary. 

Read more on Journify.
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Every iconic city hosts a vibrant 
centre that connects people through 
culture, commerce and creativity. If 
London has Canary Wharf and Kuala 
Lumpur has Bukit Bintang, Jakarta has 
the Golden Triangle.

Recognised as the diplomatic and 
business hub of the Indonesian capital, 
the Golden Triangle stretches from 
Central to South Jakarta and is home to 
the city’s tallest skyscrapers. Here you’ll 

global banks, embassies, major company 
headquarters for brands like Google 
and Nike, and streets adorned with 
high-end shopping malls and opulent 

central business district (CBD), the 334-
room Gran Meliá Hotel stands out as a 
calming presence on Kuningan Street. 

Managed by Sol Melia, the acclaimed 
Spanish hotel and resort chain, this 
property seamlessly blends Indonesian 

an atmosphere of tranquillity and 
modern sophistication. This is evident 
the moment you walk through the 
impressive, spacious foyer. If you’re 
looking to decompress in style, you’ve 
come to the right place – the Lobby 

a lush, landscaped indoor garden 
surrounded by restaurants, rooms and 
lounges. The batik patterns on fabrics 
and sculptures inspired by traditional 
Balinese and Javanese artists are 

A beloved hotel offers busy 

travellers a calming haven 

in the heart of Jakarta 
BY MAYA CALICA COLLINS

City 
sanctuary

H O T E L S

“ 
Located in the heart of 

Jakarta’s CBD, Gran Meliá 

Hotel stands out as a calming 

presence on Kuningan Street”

complemented by terracotta tiles and 
warm palettes that remind you of a 
Spanish home.

For  a truly indulgent experience, opt 
for their RedLevel premium service. 
True to the Spanish tradition of 
hospitalidad, a dedicated team curates 

Enjoy a personalised check-in plus a 
complimentary drink before you’re 
whisked into your elegant RedLevel 
Suite (with stunning views of Jakarta’s 
skyline). As a RedLevel guest, you’ll have 
access to the hotel’s exclusive spaces 
for people 17 years and up, including 
the private RedLevel Lounge on the 

from 2pm to 5pm, followed by cocktails 
in an intimate setting from 6pm.

emerge from a blissful bubble for dinner 
at the hotel’s acclaimed restaurants. 
The award-winning Yoshi Izakaya, 
helmed by chef Hiroyuki Tanaka, 

in a stylish and serene setting. Craving 

Via, take your pick of Indian, Chinese, 
Mongolian, Japanese and French fare 
prepared fresh right before your eyes. 
melia.com

Presidential Suite
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4  Rosewood Hotel

Occupying the top 14 fl oors of 

the Vattanac Capital Tower, an 

imposing 188m structure, the 

Rosewood’s premier suites and 

rooms offer panoramic views 

of a booming city and of the 

legendary Mekong River. The 

hotel has four dining outlets – 

including Brasserie Louis, where 

the buffet breakfast is served – a 

24-hour fi tness centre, a spa and 

an indoor lap pool on level 33. 

Right in the heart of the central 

business district, it’s close to 

historic landmarks, including the 

Royal Palace, National Museum 

and Central Market. Vattanac 

Capital Tower; rosewoodhotels.

com

5  Phnom Penh Railway Station

Built in 1932, when Cambodia 

was a French protectorate, 

the station’s main hall features 

distinct Art Deco architecture 

style, refl ecting the aesthetic 

sensibilities of the period. Its 

grand façade, central clock 

tower and several stationary 

historic train carriages have 

become enduring symbols of the 

city’s rich heritage. Street 93; 

cambodiatrains.info

6  Central Market

Also known as Phsar Thmei, this 

photogenic market was built in 

1937. Designed by Jean Desbois, 

it features a striking Art Deco 

central dome and radiating 

halls. Once among Asia’s 

largest markets, it remains 

a bustling hub offering a 

dizzying array of jewellery, 

electronics, clothing, fresh 

produce and freshly cooked 

traditional Khmer food, enjoyed 

at communal style seating. 

Kamet Street 

7  Sora Skybar 

On the cantilevered terrace 

of Rosewood’s 37th fl oor, Sora 

serves exceptional drinks and 

fabulous city views (spot the 

X-shaped Phsar Thmei). Whisky 

lovers can enjoy a year-long 

collaboration with Nikka Whisky 

at the Whisky Library, launched 

last September. The bar also 

welcomes global mixologists 

every month as part of its 

collaboration with the World’s 

50 Best Bars. Vattanac Capital 

Tower; rosewoodhotels.com

8  La Baab

Located above De La Gare 

Pharmacy, a hop-skip from 

Vattanac Capital, this 

restaurant specialises in Lower 

Mekong cuisine. Its mid-1800s 

Battambang-inspired wooden 

interior creates a warm and 

inviting atmosphere. Signature 

dishes include wing beans and 

lotus root, fi sh amok with noni 

leaves and the La Baab Burger.

facebook.com/LabaabResto

9  Pteah Chas

Founded by social entrepreneur 

Hem Chansopheak, the 

community of small creative 

businesses breathes new life 

into a restored 1950s colonial 

shophouse. Pteah Chas (the 

Khmer word for “old home”) 

includes plant store Jungle 

à Domicile, local handmade 

clothing brand Domlei and Co 

& Bloom Café. facebook.com/

pteahchascommunity

Malaysia Airlines fl ies between Kuala 

Lumpur and Phnom Penh 14x weekly.

Rosewood Hotel

E L E V AT E

1  Wat Phnom

Wat Phnom, Phnom Penh’s 

tallest religious structure, sits 

atop a 27m-high man-made hill 

and dates back to 1372. Legend 

tells of Daun Penh, a widow 

who discovered Buddha statues 

inside a fl oating tree and built 

a shrine that later became the 

temple, inspiring the city’s 

name. Restored over the 

centuries, the temple features 

intricate carvings, vibrant 

murals and a stupa housing 

King Ponhea Yat’s remains.

tourismcambodia.org

2  SOSORO Museum

A lot of work went into the 

Cambodia Museum of Economy 

and Money, also known as 

SOSORO. Located in a restored 

heritage building, the museum 

traces 2,000 years of Cambodia’s 

history – from the Funan era, 

the Angkorian age, all the way to 

modern times – through the lens 

of money and economics. It’s a 

riveting story told in a rigorous 

curation of interactive displays, 

rare artefacts and multimedia. 

16 Preah Moha Ksatreiyani 

Kossamak Avenue; sosoro.nbc.

org.kh

3  Vattanac Capital Tower

Although no longer Cambodia’s 

tallest, Vattanac Capital Tower’s 

iconic design – resembling 

a dragon’s back – remains 

a symbol of Phnom Penh’s 

rapid development. It houses 

upscale designer retail brands 

and swish spots such as TWG, 

Arabica and Vattanac Brewery. 

66 Preah Monivong Boulevard; 

vattanaccapital.com

Sora Skybar

Sosoro Museum

024-025_Elevate Neighbourhood Guide Phnom Penh(JS).TS(AL)TS2_R1.indd   25



027_Advertorial_Going Places_Maybankv5(JO)(AF)_.indd   27



Use your Maybank Cards from Malaysia, 
Singapore, Indonesia, Philippines, 
Cambodia and Brunei for up to 
15% off on health screenings at over 
10 top medical centres in Malaysia

Travel for a 
healthier you

Taking care of your health is 
simple – and with Maybank, 

screening packages at the 
country’s top medical centres, 
Maybank’s credit cards make 
it easier to invest in your 
health while you’re on holiday 

Whether you’re in Malaysia 
attending a family reunion, 
celebrating a milestone with 

romantic getaway, it’s also 
the ideal time to take charge 

Host a wellness-focused 

family reunion

Reuniting with loved 
ones isn’t just about 
reminiscing – it’s also about 
ensuring everyone stays 

comprehensive screening 
packages designed for all 
ages, from grandparents to 

Tip: Use your Maybank Card 
for exclusive discounts on 
health screenings, making 
your family gathering  
worry-free and health-
focused while saving on 

Celebrate your birthday  

with self-care

Each birthday is a reminder 
to take charge of your 

in their 40s and beyond, 
regular screenings for heart 
disease, breast cancer and 

reproductive health concerns 

Tip: Book a specialised 
female health screening 
package that covers all the 
essentials for a proactive 
approach to wellness –  
and enjoy savings with  

Go on a golf healing journey

Planning a golf getaway? 
Before stepping onto the 

endurance assessment to 
make sure you’re in  

Tip: Opt for a personalised 
health screening to build 
strength and stamina for 
your next adventure  – all 
while enjoying exclusive 

Better health, better life 

with Maybank Cards

head to Cengild GI Medical 
Centre, CVSKL, Gleneagles 
Hospitals, Island Hospital, 
KPJ Hospitals, LifeCare 
Medical Centre, Pantai 
Hospitals, Prince Court 
Medical Centre, Regency 
Specialist Hospital and 

Tip: Use your Maybank 

Visit maybank.my/medical

Maybank Card can also get 
you up to 30% discount on 
hospital stays at CVSKL, 
KPJ Hospitals, Prince Court 
Medical Centre and Regency 

G O I N G  P L A C E S  x  M AY B A N K
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By turns grand 
and gritty, languid and 
lively, Kolkata is one 
of the most intriguing 
metropolises in India. 

In the capital of India’s West Bengal 
state, you can cruise along chaotic 
streets in a vintage yellow cab and 
trace the city’s colonial past in the 
weathered façades of old mansions. 
Echoes of Kolkata’s cultural heritage – 
the poetry of Rabindranath Tagore, the 
cinematic art of Satyajit Ray – pervade 
its historic tea rooms. At the same time, 
a contemporary pulse thrives in its new-

and sleek riverside developments. From 
the tantalising aroma of its street food 

stories and surprises unfold at every 
turn. March and April, pleasantly warm 
and uncrowded, are ideal months for 
experiencing the city’s timeless charm. 
Got three days? Here’s how to spend 
them in Kolkata. 

Day 1
Travel back in time

Morning. Start the day in Dalhousie 
Square, now called Benoy Badal Dinesh 
Bagh or BBD Bagh, where a striking mix 
of Neo-Classical, Victorian Gothic and 
Neo-Gothic architecture immediately 
immerses you in Kolkata’s history as 
the capital of British India for over 
130 years. This area speaks volumes of 
Kolkata’s past, founded by the British 
East India Company on the banks of 
the Hooghly River. Landmarks like 
the Writers’ Building, General Post 

colonial powers that once dominated 

of British rule. No visit is complete 
without stopping by KC Das, the 
sweet shop that popularised the iconic 
rosogolla (a spongy, syrup-soaked treat).
The origins of this beloved Bengali 

history.

Afternoon. Enjoy an indulgent lunch at 
Oh! Calcutta, where traditional Bengali 
cuisine is served with contemporary 

grandeur of the Victoria Memorial, an 
awe-inspiring white marble structure 
set amidst lush gardens. Here you 
can explore the remnants of Kolkata’s 
colonial past, and learn about its history 
under British rule through fascinating 
exhibitions.     

From left:
Dalhousie Square;

live music at Trincas; 

savoury street food 

called puchkas
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Evening. The energy of Park Street 
awaits at this iconic boulevard, lined 
with stately Victorian mansions, vibrant 
eateries and buzzing pubs. Once the 
city’s jazz hotspot, Park Street still 
pulses with life, drawing locals and 
tourists. Start your evening with classic 
English tea and pastries at Flurys, the 
famous Art Deco tearoom that’s been 
serving pastries and other baked goods 
since 1927. Then bite into Kolkata’s 
renowned street food scene with crispy 
puchkas

Kusum Rolls. 
     For lovers of literature, Oxford 
Bookstore is a haven where colonial-era 
titles sit next to modern bestsellers. Get 
lost in an eclectic collection of antiques 
at Russell Exchange auction house. 
Take a detour to the South Park Street 

tombs in Gothic and Indo-Saracenic 

past. End your evening with a hearty 
retro Chinese or European meal at 
Mocambo, followed by live music and a 
nightcap at Trincas Restaurant and Bar, 
a true Kolkata institution.

Clockwise from right:
Belur Math; stalls 

at College Street; a 

workshop at Kumartuli; 

Indian Coffee House

Day 2
Culture-tripping

Morning. Explore the charming 
neighbourhood of Sovabazar, where 
Kolkata’s heritage comes alive. 
Known for its vibrant Durga Puja 
celebrations, it’s home to the majestic 

, heritage mansions once 
belonging to a class of aristocratic 

Zamindar. Sovabazar Rajbari, with its 
towering Tuscan pillars and sprawling 
courtyards, is an iconic example of 
18th-century opulence.

Afternoon. Get your hands dirty at 
Kumartuli, a labyrinth of narrow alleys 

artistry are on full display in the city’s 

create intricately designed Durga 
idols out of clay. Then, head over to 
the grand Marble Palace and marvel 
at works by Raja Ravi Varma and 
Peter Paul Rubens. Take a breather 
at the Indian Coffee House, aka 

Kolkata’s intelligentsia once gathered, 
exchanging ideas and philosophies 
under the gentle hum of old fans.

Evening. As the sun sets, unwind at 
Prinsep Ghat, where a combination 
of Venetian Gothic and Palladian 
architecture make an unexpected 
visual treat. A boat ride along the 

serene contrast to the city’s bustling 
pace. Take in the stunning view of 
Vidyasagar Setu, six-lane cable-stayed 
bridge, as it stretches across the river, 
and don’t miss the iconic Howrah 
Bridge, one of the busiest cantilever 
bridges in the world. 
     Next, wander through Chinatown 
in Terreti Bazaar, where ancient 
temples sit alongside markets bursting 
with the aromas of spices, tea, 
noodles and dried mushrooms. For 
an unforgettable end to your cultural 
journey, attend a dance or music 
performance inspired by Tagore’s 
works at Rabindra Sadan, a convention 
centre built in the writer’s honor. End 
the day with seafood  
at 6 Ballygunge Place; it’s the perfect 
meal to complement an enriching day 

unique spirit. IM
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K O L K ATA

“ 
Kolkata’s intelligentsia once 

gathered at College Street Coffee 

House, exchanging ideas and 

philosophies under the 

gentle hum of old fans”
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Day 3
A spiritual journey

Morning. Begin at Belur Math, the 
spiritual centre founded by Swami 
Vivekananda in 1897. A mesmerising 
fusion of Hindu, Christian and Islamic 
architecture, this place is the ultimate 

unity in diversity. The tranquil vibes 
and a gentle hum of serenity make it 
the perfect spot to reset your mind. 

Next, go to Dakshineswar Kali Temple, 
dedicated to the goddess Kali. Located 
along the Hooghly River, this sacred 

Afternoon.
to College Street
second-hand book market. This literary 
haven is brimming with rare editions, 
vintage classics and forgotten treasures, 

intellectual world. Then make your way 
to Bow Barracks
Indian community brings history to life 
through vibrant street art and murals. 
Here, contemporary creativity meets 
historical storytelling.

Evening. As the sun sets, reach New 
Market (Hogg Market), the bustling 

artisanal leather goods to imported 
Nahoum and Sons, 

one of the oldest Jewish bakeries in 
India, known for its signature plum 
cakes, buttery biscuits and melt-in-
your-mouth cheesecakes, perfect for the 
sweet-tooth traveller. 

as kantha for a unique souvenir of the 

a Bengali theatre performance or a 
Rabindra Sangeet recital at Kala Mandir. 
End your Kolkata adventure with an 
iconic chelo kebab dinner at Peter Cat, 
where smoky, tender meat skewers meet 
fragrant rice and a perfectly fried egg… 

Malaysia Airlines 

flies between  

Kuala Lumpur and 

Kolkata 5x weekly. 

Where to stay

Below: Bustling 

Hogg Market; 

Dakshineswar Kali 

Temple

Glenburn Penthouse  

A hidden boutique gem that 

offers an effortlessly cool 

vibe with its chic interiors, 

personalised service and 

panoramic views of Kolkata’s 

skyline. Perfect for those who 

like their luxury with a side of 

peace and quiet. 7A Russel 

Street

The Rajbari Bawali 

Experience a piece of 

Kolkata’s regal past. This 

boutique hotel brings old-

world Bengali elegance into 

the now with spacious rooms, 

stunning architecture and a 

seamless blend of traditional 

style and modern comfort. 

North Bawali, 24 Parganas 

(South)

Taj Bengal

Located in a swish residential 

neighbourhood, this luxury 

spread is all about spacious 

rooms, great dining (it has six 

restaurants and a bar) and 

convenience. It even offers 

24-hour on-call medical 

services. 34-B, Belvedere Rd, 

Alipore
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where every day brings a new adventure, from 
island hopping to city exploring. Unwind in your 
spacious room, relax on your private balcony, 
and recharge for what’s next.

Step into the heart 
of Kota Kinabalu

 hyattcentrickotakinabalu

Kota KinabaluInteresting in
Get Lost Someplace
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For 

art’s sake
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Paris is always a good idea, 

and this year’s grand reopenings, 

landmark exhibitions and 

blue-chip art fairs make a trip 

to the French capital almost 

essential. Here, journalist 

and long-time resident 

Lindsey Tramuta, author 

of The New Paris, 

inspires us to get packing
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N THE 18 YEARS I’VE LIVED IN PARIS, I CAN COUNT 

on one hand the number of times I've ambled through 
the cavernous inner sanctum of Notre-Dame Cathedral 

its pastel-painted chapel columns brightened for the 

The cathedral’s rebirth concluded a momentous 

pandemic renaissance. 

the updates of art institutions and the proliferation of 

P A R I S

Below: The freshly 

restored Notre-

Dame cathedral 
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Clockwise from left:  
Viewing the Eiffel 

Tower from a river 

cruise; the Grand 

Palais; the Tuileries 

Garden, a green public 

space between the 

Louvre and the Place 

de la Concorde
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P A R I S

IN THE ART WORLD, THE SHIFT HAS BEEN ESPECIALLY 

it has served as the spectacular setting for all manner 

having never been top-to-bottom renovated since the 

Venus de Milo and the Mona Lisa

classical art.

BUT WHILE IT HAS BEEN A GRAND MUSEUM CITY AND 

the 

Artsy 

opening of Parisian outposts from major international 

potential for Paris to regain the status it had before 

IM
A

G
E

S
: 
C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 O

F 
A

R
T

 B
A

S
E

L 
(A

R
T

 B
A

S
E

L
),

 S
H

U
T

T
E

R
S

T
O

C
K

 (
T

U
IL

E
R

IE
S

 G
A

R
D

E
N

, 
C

A
F
E

 D
E

 F
LO

R
E

, 
C

Y
C

L
IS

T
)

034-041_Features Paris(JS)TS(AL)-4_.indd   38 034-041_Features Paris(JS)TS(AL)-4_.indd   39



39MARCH 2025 MALAYSIAAIRLINES.COM

“ 
In Paris you can feel the energy 

of renewal everywhere, from 

the updates of art institutions 

and the proliferation of small, 

international galleries to the 

thriving restaurant scene”

Clockwise from left:  
Last year’s Art Basel 

at the Grand Palais; 

springtime outside the 

Louvre; local institution 

Café de Flore on Rue 

Saint-Germain; the 

Grand Palais' unique 

steelwork; the ultimate 

city ride; appreciating 

the works at Art Basel
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P A R I S

a pure celebration of talent across the creative divide. 

artists Christo and Jeanne-Claude and their monumental artistic 
project Pont Neuf Wrapped

All of these developments give regular visitors even more 

Opposite page:
The iconic 

Louvre Pyramid 

by the Chinese-

American 

architect IM Pei.

This page 
from top: Iris 

van Herpen’s 

Sculpting 

the Senses at 

Musée des Arts 

Décoratifs; a 

sunset cruise 

along the Seine 

River

Café des Ministères

An exceptional, classic bistro 

in a charming neighbourhood 

best known for housing the 

National Assembly. Come for 

generous portions of vol-au-

vent and chou farci. 83 Rue 

de l‘Université

Le Verre Volé 

Intimate bistro meets wine 

bar, this spot has been a 

dining standout around the 

Canal Saint Martin since it 

fi rst opened in 2000. Expect 

natural wines and a small 

menu that rotates regularly. 

67 Rue de Lancry

Bistrot des Tournelles 

Top-quality steak, 

bottomless fries and 

Beaujolais wines are the 

raison d’être of this old-world 

bistro updated by young 

talents on the edge of the 

Marais neighbourhood. 6 Rue 

des Tournelles 

Where to eat

Malaysia Airlines fl ies 

between Kuala Lumpur 

and Paris 4x weekly 

starting on 22 March 

2025; with daily fl ights 

from 29 March 2025 

onwards.

Discover Paris’ beauty. 

Book a Business Class 

Flight + Hotel with 

MHholidays. 
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The

  slow

road

042-049_Feature Banda Aceh(JS)TS(AL)TS2_.indd   42 042-049_Feature Banda Aceh(JS)TS(AL)TS2_.indd   43



43MARCH 2025 MALAYSIAAIRLINES.COM

to

Banda Aceh

Sumatra’s northernmost province is raw, 

delightfully unhurried and endlessly rewarding 

Words Marco Ferrarese Photography Muhammad Fadli
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Pulau Weh, a jigsaw-shaped island just 

Previous spread:  
The mountain road 

along Gayo Highlands; 

Lake Laut Tawar in 

Takengon, a town

in Central Aceh

Clockwise from top 
left: A farmer dries 

coffee under the sun in 

Takengon; a Sumatran 

orangutan; sunrise 

view at Pantan Terong; 

Irwansyah, the keeper of 

Pantan Terong; a small 

river inside the Leuser 

Ecosystem in Ise-Ise, 

Gayo Highlands

B A N D A  A C E H

When I told a friend 
I wanted to visit Aceh – 
a conservative province on 
the northwestern end 
of Indonesia – he had 
one question: “Are you 
going to Pulau Weh?”

angkot – 
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B A N D A  A C E H

Top to bottom: The 

hamlet of Lelabu, at the 

side of Lake Laut; coffee 

processing in Takengon; 

ripe coffee cherries 

in Bener Meriah.

Opposite page: A foggy 

morning along the mountain 

road in Gayo Highlands
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“ 
Aceh is a province of vast forests, 

rugged mountains and a quieter way of life  

that invites exploration”
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Clockwise from left: 
A star-speckled dawn sky 

in Takengon; the winding 

road to Pantan Terong;

twilight in Aceh
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B A N D A  A C E H

Firefly flies between Penang  

and Banda Aceh 4x weekly. 

“ 
Surrounded by the Gayo 

Highlands, where coffee 

grows in abundance, 

Takengon’s tranquillity was 

a balm for city-weary folks 

like me”
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The best restaurants to dine in across Malaysia this month

Chargrilled goodness 
at Firewood in Penang 

Tucked inside a restored heritage 
building in George Town, 

Firewood is where charcoal-grilled 
perfection meets modern culinary 

Restaurant, it specialises in steaks, 
seafood and seasonal vegetables, all 

an intimate setting that’s ideal for 
both casual gatherings and special 

firegroup.my

expect a dining experience unlike 

tableside on lava rocks heated to 

salad served on a tortilla, every dish 

 
 rocksalt.com.my

grill house is known for its smoky, 

special occasion, expect a menu that 
spotlights premium cuts and fresh 

seafood, all prepared over a roaring 
 

instagram.com/firepitz_restaurant

Elevated dining  
at Rock Salt in Kuala Lumpur

Bold, smoky flavours 
at Fire Pitz in Johor Bahru

Want to advertise with us?
For advertising and partnership opportunities, contact sales.malaysia@ink-global.com
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A  w a r m  we l c o m e  f r o m  yo u r  f r i e n d s  a t  M a l ay s i a  Av i at i o n  G r o u p

Discover our 

network

See where 

MAG Airlines can 

take you, around 

Malaysia and around 

the world

Inside 

our airlines

News and updates 

from MAG Airlines

Onboard 

entertainment

Keep yourself 

entertained with 

our latest releases of 

Hollywood movies, 

TV shows and music

Welcome aboard Malaysia Aviation 
Group’s (MAG) airlines. This month, 
see what we have on offer to ensure
safe, seamless and fuss-free journeys.

6952 64

THIS IS

MALAYSIAN HOSPITALITY
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T H I S  I S  M A L AY S I A N  H O S P I TA L I T Y
A i r l i n e  n e w s

Malaysia Airlines’ complimentary 

Wi-Fi  now available on the Boeing 

737-8 aircraft

Malaysia Airlines has elevated in-fl ight 

connectivity by extending its complimentary 

Wi-Fi to selected narrowbody aircraft. As of 

February, six of its Boeing 737-8 planes have 

been equipped with this service, following the 

successful rollout on selected widebody aircraft 

in November 2023. Available to all passengers 

– regardless of cabin class or loyalty tier – this 

service ensures seamless browsing, streaming and 

staying in touch mid-air. Malaysia Airlines keeps 

you connected, making every journey seamless 

and effortless. 

Malaysia Airlines and 

Firefl y win big and soar 

to new heights 
Excellence in the skies has its rewards. Malaysia Airlines and 
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Book your dream stay 

with Enrich Hotels

Indulge in a world of luxury and unlock 

exclusive deals on renowned hotels and 

suites with Enrich Hotels. Whether you’re 

planning a stylish city escape or a tranquil 

beach retreat, enjoy curated perks designed 

to make every stay extraordinary. With over 

400,000 properties worldwide, you can earn 

or redeem Enrich Points – accumulating up 

to 15,000 points per stay to turn your next 

getaway into something truly unforgettable.  

For a limited time, earn 1 Elite Point for every 

8,000 Enrich Points, while Enrich Gold and 

Platinum members enjoy a 10% discount on 

redemption bookings and up to 20% more 

Points on reservations.

Travel smarter 

with Journify

Meet your ultimate travel 

companion – Journify, your 

personal advisor, trip planner 

and online marketplace, 

all in one. Designed for 

the modern traveller, the 

platform offers a seamless 

way to shop, plan and 

experience your journey with 

ease. Elevate your airport 

experience with Journify2U, 

a fi rst-of-its-kind fl agship 

service delivers your app 

purchases straight to your 

boarding or arrival gate at 

Kuala Lumpur International 

Airport. Whether you’re 

picking up last-minute 

essentials or indulging in 

duty-free treats, Journify 

makes every journey more 

effortless and enjoyable. 

Luxury travel redefi ned with  

MAG and Mercedes-Benz 

collaboration 
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T H I S  I S  M A L AY S I A N  H O S P I TA L I T Y
B e y o n d  t h e  c a b i n

Restored faith in humanity
by Ismail bin Yusof

I have proudly served as a cabin crew member 

for over 35 years. Now as an Infl ight Supervisor, 

observing Ramadan while managing infl ight 

duties has deepened my faith and reinforced 

the values of patience, compassion and service 

– essential qualities in our line of work.

Under Islamic jurisprudence (fi qh), travellers 

are exempt from fasting when their journey 

exceed two Marhalah (approximately 90km 

one way). This concession safeguards the well-

being and operational effi ciency of aviation 

professionals. However, many cabin crew still 

fast mid-fl ight, viewing it as a test of spiritual 

discipline and resilience.  

Fasting during long fl ights and irregular 

schedules presents unique challenges. 

Managing an 18-hour fast while navigating 

time zones requires careful planning. I often 

adjust my meal prep to ensure I have nutritious 

options ready for iftar (breaking fast). To 

maintain energy and focus, I prioritise hydration 

Beyond 

the cabin: 

observing 

Ramadan in 

the skies

MAG crew members Ismail 

bin Yusof and Siti Haslinda 

Abd Rahman refl ect on the 

kindness and compassion they 

witness among colleagues and 

passengers throughout this 

sacred month

Ismail bin Yusof (sixth from left)

during non-fasting hours and opt for energy-

dense foods to sustain me through long duty 

periods.

One of my most memorable experiences 

during Ramadan was on a fl ight to Auckland. 

A family of passengers was observing iftar in 

their seats and graciously invited me to join 

them. Sharing dates with them created a 

beautiful moment of connection. Seeing their 

joy and being part of their breaking fast was 

heartwarming – a reminder of the communal 

spirit of Ramadan, even at 35,000 feet. 

The camaraderie among my colleagues is a 

tremendous source of support during Ramadan. 

We check in on each other and share iftar 

when possible. This fosters an environment of 

inclusivity and respect, making the experience 

even more special.

Travelling during Ramadan exposes me to 

various cultures and deepens my appreciation for 

our shared humanity. Each fl ight offers moments 

of refl ection and kindness. I’m grateful for 

supportive colleagues and passengers who share 

their stories with me. To all observing this sacred 

month, may your journey be fi lled with peace, 

patience and fulfi lment.
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Heartwarming acts of kindness 
by Siti Haslinda Abd Rahman

I’ve been a fl ight attendant for 23 years. Observing Ramadan while working has deepened 

my faith, allowing me to balance spirituality with my responsibilities onboard. Fasting during 

long fl ights and irregular schedules is challenging, but I manage by staying hydrated during 

non-fasting hours, eating balanced sahur (pre-dawn) meals and taking short breaks when 

possible.

One of my most memorable moments happened on the fi rst day of Ramadan. As we 

prepared to break our fast, a passenger kindly offered me dates and wished me “Selamat 

Siti Haslinda Abd Rahman

YOU INSPIRE 

OUR CABIN 

CREW TO REACH 

NEW HEIGHTS 

IN SERVICE 

EXCELLENCE. SCAN 

THE QR CODE 

TO SHARE YOUR 

ENCOURAGEMENT 

AS WE CONTINUE 

TO ELEVATE YOUR 

JOURNEY.

berbuka puasa”. That small yet meaningful gesture 

reminded me of Ramadan’s universal spirit and 

the sense of unity that transcends borders. It is a 

moment I will always cherish.

The support from my colleagues during this 

month is invaluable. Even those who don’t 

fast always show understanding, ensuring I 

have time to break my fast and offering words 

of encouragement when I’m feeling drained. 

Sometimes, we even break our fast together 

after fl ights, making the experience even more 

meaningful.

Travelling during Ramadan has given me the 

opportunity to experience this holy month in 

different parts of the world. Observing how 

people from different cultures come together 

in prayer, refl ect on their faith and support 

one another has been truly inspiring. In certain 

regions, there is a strong emphasis on charity and 

helping those in need, further inspiring me to 

embrace the spirit of Ramadan.

As we observe Ramadan, I encourage everyone 

to fi nd peace and strength in their journey. 

Whether fasting or supporting others, may 

this month be a time of spiritual growth and 

refl ection for all. And always remember – small 

acts of kindness and understanding can make a 

world of difference. Let us continue to inspire 

one another to grow in faith and unity.
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A350-900

No. of Aircraft 7 | Passenger Seating 286

Length 66.80m | Wingspan 64.75m | Height 17.05m

Max. Cruising Speed 944km/h

A330-900

No. of Aircraft 2 | Passenger Seating 297

Length 63.689m | Wingspan 64m | Height 16.788m

Max. Cruising Speed 980km/h

A330-200

No. of Aircraft 5 | Passenger Seating 287

Length 58.82m | Wingspan 60.30m | Height 17.39m

Max. Cruising Speed 880km/h

MHConnect Wi-Fi Connectivity on selected aircraft

ATR 72-500

No. of Aircraft 9 | Passenger Seating 72

Length 27.05m | Wingspan 27.17m | Height 7.65m

Max. Cruising Speed 510km/h

MALAYSIA

B737-800 NG

No. of Aircraft 5 | Passenger Seating 189

Length 39.5m | Wingspan 38.50m | Height 12.50m

Max. Cruising Speed 857km/h

A330-200F

No. of Aircraft 3 | Maximum Cargo Capacity 65 (70) tonnes

Length 58.82m | Wingspan 60.30m | Height 16.88m

Max. Cruising Speed 1,021km/h

ATR 72-500

No. of Aircraft 8 | Passenger Seating 68

Length 27.05m | Wingspan 27.17m | Height 7.65m

Max. Cruising Speed 510km/h

Viking DHC-6 Twin Otter Series 400

No. of Aircraft 6 | Passenger Seating 19

Length 15.77m | Wingspan 19.80m | Height 5.94m

Max. Cruising Speed 337km/h

B737-8

No. of Aircraft 11 | Passenger Seating 174 

Length 39.52m | Wingspan 35.90m | Height 12.30m

Max. Cruising Speed 976km/h

A330-300

No. of Aircraft 15 | Passenger Seating 290

Length 63.66m | Wingspan 60.30m | Height 16.79m

Max. Cruising Speed 980km/h

MHConnect Wi-Fi Connectivity on selected aircraft

B737-800 NG

No. of Aircraft 42 | Passenger Seating 160, 166, 174

Length 39.5m | Wingspan 38.5m | Height 12.50m

Max. Cruising Speed 857km/h

MHConnect Wi-Fi Connectivity on selected aircraft MHConnect Wi-Fi Connectivity on selected aircraft

T H I S  I S  M A L AY S I A N  H O S P I TA L I T Y
O u r  f l e e t
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ON-TIME PERFORMANCE 
Our check-in counters close 

60 minutes before departure. 

Please allow at least 45 minutes for 

immigration and security clearance. 

Boarding gates will close 30 minutes 

prior to departure. 

CABIN LUGGAGE HANDLING 
Passenger and crew safety 

on board our fl ights are our 

highest priority. In compliance with 

the airline’s policy and in observing 

Occupational Safety and Health 

Regulation requirements, cabin crew are 

no longer required to stow passengers’ 

hand luggage in the overhead stowage 

compartments. This is to minimise 

occupational hazards and ergonomic 

risks faced by cabin crew in the aircraft. 

Cabin crew on duty will, however, assist 

passengers travelling with infants, young 

passengers travelling alone, the elderly 

and passengers with reduced mobility. 

Passengers who are fi t and in good 

health must carry, stow and secure their 

hand luggage on board. Hand luggage 

exceeding the 7kg weight limit must be 

checked in before boarding. 

PORTABLE ELECTRONIC 
DEVICES (PEDs)
For safety reasons, in line with 

the Civil Aviation Authority of Malaysia 

guidelines, mobile phones and small 

PEDs can be used throughout your 

journey in “Flight Mode”. Large devices 

with screen size above 12 inches are 

not allowed to be used during takeoff 

and landing. Whilst cruising, all devices 

can be used in “Flight Mode”. Devices 

transmitting cellular signals to satellites 

must remain switched off throughout 

the fl ight, until disembarkation. The 

Captain may prohibit the use of devices 

if there is any interference with the 

aircraft’s system.

LITHIUM BATTERIES
Lithium metal or lithium ion 

cells or batteries for portable 

electronic devices (PEDs), including 

medical devices, must not exceed 2g 

for lithium metal batteries and 100Wh 

for lithium ion batteries. All spare 

batteries, including lithium metal or 

lithium ion cells or batteries for PEDs, 

must be carried in passengers’ carry-on 

baggage only. These batteries must be 

individually protected to prevent short 

circuits. PEDs containing non-spillable 

batteries must be 12V or less or 100Wh 

or less. Passengers are allowed to carry 

a maximum of two spare batteries 

onboard. These batteries 

must be individually protected to 

prevent short circuits. 

NO-SMOKING & VAPING 
POLICY 
Smoking, including the use of 

electronic cigarettes, is prohibited on 

all fl ights. Electronic cigarettes must 

be carried in carry-on baggage only. 

Recharging of the device infl ight is not 

permitted. 

COMFORT & CARE 
Personal care, baby 

paraphernalia and fi rst-aid 

treatment are available upon request. 

BAGGAGE FOR TRANSIT 
PASSENGERS
Transit passengers in KLIA are 

encouraged to reconfi rm their fi nal 

baggage destination at the Transfer 

Desk to ensure that their checked 

luggage is identifi ed and loaded 

accordingly. Just present your baggage 

identifi cation tag at the desk.

ZERO TOLERANCE 
OF ABUSE 
We value courteousness. 

Any form of threat, verbal abuse or 

violence towards our staff will be 

taken seriously. We are committed to 

supporting anyone who has been the 

victim of an assault.

IN-FLIGHT 
ENTERTAINMENT 
Movies, TV and Music On-

Demand are available on selected 

fl ights either on seatback infl ight 

entertainment systems or streaming 

via personal electronic devices. 

Unlimited complimentary Wi-Fi 

internet service is available on selected 

aircraft regardless of cabin class or 

loyalty tier.

ONBOARD CHARGING 
Laptop power points are fi tted

on Business Suite, Business, Premium 

Economy and selected Economy Class 

seats. USB charging is available on 

selected aircraft. 

FOOD & BEVERAGE 
All food served onboard 

is halal. Special dietary meals can 

be prepared with 24-hour notice 

through “Manage My Booking” 

on malaysiaairlines.com. Business 

Suite, Business and Economy Class 

passengers may use the Chef-on-Call 

service to pre-book their meals 24 

hours prior to departure on selected 

fl ights. Alcoholic drinks are available 

on fl ights above three hours for 

passengers above the age of 21. Our 

cabin crew reserves the right to 

decline serving and selling alcohol 

to any passenger who appears 

intoxicated. Consumption of personal 

alcoholic drinks is prohibited. 

FRESH & FROZEN SEAFOOD 
Fresh and frozen seafood is 

strictly not permitted in check-in 

baggage. It may be accepted in cabin 

baggage, subject to the destination’s 

quarantine regulations. It must be 

properly packed and should meet 

the cabin baggage weight and size 

requirements. If dry ice is used, a 

maximum of 2.5kg per passenger 

is allowed. We reserve the right to 

refuse carriage if the items are not 

properly packed. 

PEANUT & NUT ALLERGIES 
Meals containing nuts may be 

served throughout the aircraft. We 

cannot accommodate requests for 

peanut/nut-free zones in the aircraft 

and strongly encourage those with 

allergies to take the necessary medical 

precautions before fl ying, including 

travelling with medications in their 

hand luggage. 

WHEELCHAIR ASSISTANCE 
Wheelchair requests must be 

made through the Global Customer 

Contact Centre, the Ticket Offi ce 

and/or Malaysia Airlines appointed 

travel agents at least 48 hours prior to 

departure. Contact the call centre at 

1-300-88-3000 for more information. 

UNACCOMPANIED 
MINOR (UMNR) 
We provide assistance 

to children aged 5 to 15 years old 

travelling alone, with a 24-hour 

advance request.

For more information, 

visit malaysiaairlines.com

I N  A D D I T I O N  T O  A I R P O R T  C H E C K- I N , 

H E R E  A R E  O T H E R  O P T I O N S *

WEB

Check in online 

at malaysia

airlines.com 

and self-

print your 

boarding pass.

WEB-TO-MOBILE

Check in online. 

Your boarding pass 

will be sent to your 

mobile phone. 

Mobile boarding 

passes can be 

scanned at airport 

security and at 

the boarding gate. 

MALAYSIA 

AIRLINES APP

Visit 

malaysia

airlines.com to 

download the 

Malaysia Airlines 

App to perform 

mobile check-in.  

FAST-CHECK 

SELF-SERVICE 

KIOSK

Check in online 

at malaysia

airlines.com 

and self-

print your 

boarding pass.

CITY CENTRE 

COUNTER 

CHECK-IN

Available at

 KL Sentral in 

Kuala Lumpur.
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T H I S  I S  M A L AY S I A N  H O S P I TA L I T Y
S a f e t y  +  s e r v i c e
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OUR

NETWORK
ILLUSTRATIONS BY ELEN WINATA

M a l a y s i a  A i r l i n e s , 

F i r e f l y  a n d  M A S w i n g s 

h a v e  a n  a v e r a g e  o f 

2 4 4  d a i l y  f l i g h t s  t o  7 0 

d e s t i n a t i o n s  a r o u n d  t h e 

w o r l d  f r o m  t h e i r  h u b s  i n 

K u a l a  L u m p u r,  P e n a n g

a n d  K o t a  K i n a b a l u Firefl y

MASwings

Malaysia Airlines

Amal
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M a l a y s i a  A i r l i n e s 

o f f e r s  a  f r e e  ‘ B o n u s 

S i d e  Tr i p ’  t o  o n e  o f 

e l e v e n  d e s t i n a t i o n s 

i n  M a l a y s i a ,  w h e n  y o u 

m a k e  a n  e x t r a  s t o p 

t o / f r o m  y o u r  h o l i d a y 

d e s t i n a t i o n

T H I S  I S  M A L AY S I A N  H O S P I TA L I T Y
O u r  n e t w o r k

Sarawak
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EXPLORE

MALAYSIA

C o n n e c t  a n d  t r av e l 

t o  m o r e  t h a n 

9 0 0  d e s t i n a t i o n s  i n 

17 0  t e r r i t o r i e s  a c r o s s 

t h e  g l o b e  w h e n 

y o u  t r av e l  w i t h 

M a l ay s i a  A i r l i n e s , 

a  o n e w o r l d  m e m b e r 

s i n c e  2 0 13

Firefl y

MASwings

Malaysia Airlines
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London
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Asia

Africa and 
Middle East

Southwest 
Pacifi c

Europe, Turkey and Russia

Americas

oneworld destinations

T H I S  I S  M A L AY S I A N  H O S P I TA L I T Y
O u r  n e t w o r k
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NOW SHOWING
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Wolfs

  MOVIES p70    TELEVISION p81    AUDIO p82

MariaThe EndNickel Boys Don‘t Move

Check out our Hollywood Latest on page 71!

HOLLYWOOD 
LATEST
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MOVIES
Now Showing
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Wolfs
George Clooney and Brad Pitt team up 

again in this gripping action-comedy

Two rival professional fixers, played by George Clooney and 

Brad Pitt, are thrust into an unexpected partnership when 

a young man‘s accidental death in a hotel room leads to a 

chaotic cover-up. As they navigate the dangerous world of 

crime and deceit, their contrasting styles clash, forcing them 

to work together against time and unforeseen threats to 

finish the job.
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more movies on  

your IFE player

150+

Based on Colson Whitehead ś 

acclaimed novel, Nickel Boys follows 

Elwood Curtis, a Black teen facing 

systemic racism at a brutal 1960s 

reform school in Florida.

In a post-apocalyptic world, a wealthy 

family resides in a salt mine. As their 

sheltered son grows curious about the 

outside world, dark secrets unravel in 

this gripping dystopian drama.

In this adaptation of Stephen King‘s 

horror classic, Ben Mears returns to 

his hometown, teaming up with local 

children to battle the vampiric forces 

threatening 'Salem‘s Lot.

Exhibiting Forgiveness explores the complexities of family 

dynamics and redemption as Tarrell grapples with his 

estranged father, a recovering addict seeking reconciliation. 

Don‘t Move is a chilling thriller about Iris, a grieving mother 

whose search for solace leads to an encounter with a 

charismatic stranger that spirals into a fight for survival.

Maria, directed by Pablo Larraín and starring Angelina Jolie, 

explores the final days of opera legend Maria Callas in 1970s 

Paris, offering a poignant tribute to an iconic musical figure.

Aftermath follows the fallout of a mid-air collision, centring 

Roman, who loses his wife and daughter, and Jake, the air 

traffic controller held responsible for the tragedy. 

HOLLYWOOD 
LATEST
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MOVIES
Now Showing

H o l l y w o o d  F a v o u r i t e  M o v i e s

K i d s

Inception The Wizard of Oz The Fugitive

Dunkirk

Coraline

Captain Fantastic

The Breadwinner

Margin Call

The Boxtrolls Quest for Camelot

The Hurt Locker

OSCAR SPECIAL
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Fly from MYR 3,699 all-in return, 
starting 22 Mar 2025. 

Book now at malaysiaairlines.com
T&Cs apply.





At MASkargo, we don’t just move 
cargo – we keep business moving.

Freshness
that travel.

Find out more at maskargo.com.
*T&Cs apply.







069-082_IFE Now Showing(JS)(ES)_.indd   79



79MARCH 2025 MALAYSIAAIRLINES.COM

MOVIES
Now Showing
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more movies on  

your IFE player

150+

Former samurai Kakunoshin Yanagida is wrongfully 

accused and forced into poverty with his daughter, 

Kinu. Upholding his honour through the game of Go, 

he ultimately seeks vengeance when the truth of his 

disgrace is revealed.

J a p a n e s e

Bushido

M a n d a r i n

Wonderland

K o r e a n

You Will Die in 6 Hours 

Ta m i l

J Baby

Te l u g u

Premalu

IPS officer Manoj Kumar Sharma courageously embarks 

on a journey to restart his academic life and pursue 

his dream of passing the UPSC exam. Set against the 

backdrop of fierce competition, the film highlights 

resilience and determination in the face of adversity.

H i n d i

12th Fail

Three teenagers arrive in Bangalore for their engineering 

degrees and quickly find themselves in conflict with 

seniors. Seeking revenge, they enlist the help of 

local gangster Ranga, leading to a series of chaotic 

confrontations.

M a l a y a l a m

Aavesham
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TELEVISION
Now Showing

Surah Al-Fath – Concise Commentary

Surah Al-Fath – Deeper Look

Explore the profound themes of victory and the 

fulfillment of divine promises in Surah Al-Fath. 

Whether through a concise overview or an in-depth 

analysis, this exploration offers insights that inspire 

faith and deeper understanding.

C o m e d y

R e l i g i o u s

M a l a y

Night Court Young Sheldon

D r a m a T r a v e l

ER Aerial AsiaAll Rise

K i d s L i f e t s y l e

Firehouse Tales Calming 
Meditation

Cloudy with 
a Chance of 
Meatballs

J a p a n e s e T a m i lK o r e a n

Ninja Hattori 
(Season 1–6)

Binge Cafe with 
Anu Hasan

Earth Arcade 
– Season 1

1, 2 Bakar Kuih Raya (2019)
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AUDIO
Now Playing

H i n d i I n d o n e s i a n

J a p a n e s e

M e m o r i e s

M a l a y

R & B

K o r e a n

C a n t o n e s e

Ta m i l

C l u b

M a n d a r i n K i d s

Experience the magic of 
The Power of Love with 
Jennifer Rush’s timeless 
ballads and Christina 
Aguilera’s spectacular 25th 
Anniversary Live – EP. 
These releases showcase 
their powerful vocals and 
iconic hits, celebrating 
decades of unforgettable 
artistry.
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B E F O R E  Y O U  G OB E F O R E  Y O U  G O

Lure of 
the luge 
If you’re looking for a rush of adrenaline
to start your day, the Skyline Luge Kuala 
Lumpur in Gamuda Gardens, Rawang 
– less than an hour’s drive from KL 
city centre – is the place to go. Whether 
you’re gliding down on a leisurely ride 
or zooming through tight corners in 
a friendly race, there’s something for 
everyone. The multiple-track options 
cater to all levels of excitement, making it 
the perfect activity for couples, families 
or groups of friends.

But the fun doesn’t stop when the sun 
sets. Once night falls, the luge tracks 
come alive, creating a magical vibe. Cap 

the site’s dining spots. The best part? The 
evening queues are usually shorter, giving 
you the chance to enjoy as many rides as 
you like. Plus, the stunning views from 
above on the Skyline add an extra layer 
of excitement. Pro tip: as photography 
and videography is not allowed on the 
track for safety reasons, appoint someone 
in your group to capture the fun. This is 

keep in the memory bank. kualalumpur.
skylineluge.com
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World’s Largest
free-flight walk-in aviary

www.facebook.com/klbirdpark klbirdparkmalaysiawww.klbirdpark.com+603-2272 1010

@ Perdana Botanical Garden
Kuala Lumpur City Centre
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