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Dear guests,

F R O M  T H E  C O M M A N D E R - I N - C H I E F

Izham Ismail

Group Managing Director

Malaysia Aviation Group

Welcome aboard. It is a pleasure to have you with us, and 
as we journey through May together, we take this time to 
celebrate the values of dedication, kindness and progress 
– values that are close to our hearts at Malaysia Aviation 
Group (MAG). 

This month, we honour Labour Day, a tribute to the dedication 
and hard work of individuals across all industries, including 
our own MAG family, who go above and beyond to make 
every journey smooth and memorable. May is also a time 
for re  ection and compassion as we observe Wesak Day, a 
reminder that while dedication shapes our work, kindness 
and mindfulness enrich our lives. Whether in the skies or 
on the ground, generosity and understanding make every 
journey more meaningful.

At MAG, we believe that every journey should be more 
than just a trip – it should be an experience  lled with care, 
comfort and a sense of home. That’s why we’re committed to 
making travel better, not just for those  ying with us today, 
but for generations to come. To uphold this commitment, 
we will continue to invest in the modernisation of our  eet. 

With the recent orders of the Boeing 737-8 and 737-10, 
we aspire to bring enhanced fuel e   ciency, reliability and 
passenger comfort to our operations. With the 737-8 already 
in service since 2023 and the 737-10 set to join our  eet in 
the coming years, we are progressively phasing out older 
aircra   to build a streamlined, next-generation narrowbody 

 eet. The introduction of the Boeing 737-10 
will also mark a signi  cant milestone, as it 
will be the  rst narrowbody aircra   in our 
 eet to feature lie-  at Business Class seats 

– elevating the premium travel experience 
on regional routes. By 2030, Malaysia 
Airlines will operate 55 Boeing 737-8 and 
737-10 aircra  , re  ecting our dedication to 
providing passengers with greater comfort, 
connectivity and choice, while delivering 
the signature Malaysian Hospitality that 
makes every journey special.

We also recently announced our return 
to Brisbane, marking an important step 
in reconnecting Queensland to our global 
network while strengthening our dedication 
to the Australian market. This remains a 
key market for us, as evident in our decision 
to increase  ight frequencies to Sydney and 
Melbourne, providing greater  exibility, 
seamless connections and enhanced travel 
options for passengers  ying to and from 
Australia.

To bring greater  exibility and value to our 
passengers, we have also re  ned Malaysia 
Airlines’ Economy Class fare options with the 
Horizontal Fare Family (HFF) enhancement. 
As part of this, our Economy Lite fare has 
been rebranded as Economy Value, joining 
Economy Basic and Economy Flex, each 
tailored to di  erent travel needs. Economy 
Value o  ers a well-rounded travel experience 
with essential perks, including a 7kg cabin 
baggage allowance, complimentary meals, 
a 20kg checked baggage allowance and a 
10% child fare discount. Passengers will also 
enjoy the  exibility to modify bookings (with 
applicable fees), ensuring a  ordability without 
compromising on comfort, convenience or 
the warm hospitality that Malaysia Airlines 
is known for.

Whether you are travelling to reunite with 
loved ones, explore new opportunities or 
simply take a well-deserved break, we hope 
your journey is  lled with comfort, warmth 
and meaningful connections. 

Thank you for letting us be part of your 
journey. Your trust means the world to us, 
and we will continue to uphold the warmth 
and care of Malaysian Hospitality. We 
look forward to welcoming you on board 
again soon.
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13
REASONS TO LOVE

MALAYSIA
Bold flavours, inspiring people and unforgettable places

Mandopop sensation JJ Lin is 

set to ignite Bukit Jalil National 

Stadium on 10 May with the 

fi nal lap of his record-breaking 

JJ20 World Tour. Celebrating 

two decades of music mastery, 

this global tour has captivated 

audiences from Boston to 

Seoul, and now, it’s Malaysia’s 

turn to witness the magic. Get 

ready for a night of nostalgia 

and powerhouse vocals as 

Lin delivers hit after hit in 

what promises to be a show-

stopping fi nale. jjlin.com

Epic fi nale

Kuala Lumpur
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Just a couple of hours away from Kuala 

Lumpur, Ipoh – a city shaped by its tin-

mining boom – brims with history, culture 

and adventure. Looking for a weekend 

escape just in time for the school holidays? 

Check out our handy guide.

Where to stay. Opened in January 

2025, AC Hotel Ipoh injects fresh energy 

into Perak’s capital. Just a ten-minute 

drive from Ipoh Railway Station, this 

sleek retreat offers a blend of comfort, 

sophistication and convenience with 

Perak

Discover 
Ipoh’s charm

plenty of dining and entertainment 

options nearby. Inside, European-inspired 

elegance meets modern minimalism, 

with thoughtfully designed spaces for 

a relaxed stay. Business travellers will 

appreciate its proximity to corporate 

hubs, while leisure seekers can dive into 

Ipoh’s hidden gems just moments away. 

marriott.com

What to do. Located along Perak’s 

North-South corridor, the Lost World of 

Tambun theme park is set amid majestic 

limestone cliffs dating back millions of 

years. Make a splash at the water park, 

take a dip in natural hot springs and 

step into the mystical Luminous Forest, 

where giant magical creatures await. 

sunwaylostworldoftambun.com

Where to eat. Once shrouded in secrets 

and scandals, Concubine Lane has a 

history as colourful as its walls. Over a 

century ago, a wealthy tycoon gifted this 

street to one of his concubines. Today, 

it’s a lively hub fi lled with Ipoh’s best 

eateries, trendy cafés and dessert havens. 

Street artists have infused new life into 

the lane with vibrant murals, creating 

Insta-worthy photo ops at every turn. 

4 What to see. Built in 1905 by the 

infl uential Kapitan Chung Thye Phin, 

Arlene House is a testament to the state’s 

rich tin-mining heritage. Following a 

decade-long restoration, this architectural 

beauty has been meticulously preserved 

and restored to its former grandeur. It now 

houses Made in Ipoh, an edutainment 

gallery-museum that brings the city’s past 

to life. madeinipoh.com
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Wesak Day, falling on 12 May, commemorates the 

birth, enlightenment and passing of Siddhartha 

Gautama. And if there’s one place to witness the 

occasion in all its splendour, it’s Penang. This year, 

over 10,000 devotees are expected to gather for the 

island’s grand Wesak procession, a tradition dating 

back to 1949. As night falls, more than 20 elaborately 

decorated fl oats from various temples and 

associations will set off from the Malaysian Buddhist 

Association on Burmah Road, winding along a 7km 

route and illuminating the streets in a dazzling 

spectacle of light. mypenang.gov.my

Penang

Spectacular spectacle

Kuala Lumpur

Exclusive perks, 
elevated stays

R E A S O N S  T O  L O V E

8

Enjoy a host of premium privileges 

with Mandarin Oriental’s MO Club. 

Designed for discerning travellers, 

it offers personalised service, fast-

track immigration at Kuala Lumpur 

International Airport, fl exible check-in 

and check-out, daily laundry services 

and preferred limousine rates. The state-

of-the-art meeting rooms provide the 

perfect space for productivity. Finally, 

unwind at the MO Club Lounge, where 

a stunning city view sets the stage for 

continental breakfast, afternoon tea and 

evening cocktails. mandarinoriental.com

9
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Kuala Lumpur

11

George Town’s quirky Wonderfood Museum
brings Malaysia’s rich culinary heritage to life 

– literally – through giant replicas of beloved 

local dishes. Since opening in 2015, it has 

gained a reputation as one of the world’s 

most unique food museums, drawing both 

foodies and culture buffs. Now celebrating its 

10th anniversary, there’s never been a better 

time to explore this Insta-worthy wonderland. 
wonderfoodmuseum.com.my

Penang

A feast for the eyes

10
Twin treats to celebrate mum on 

Mother’s Day, 11 May. 

Tea and company
Throughout May, the Ritz-Carlton’s 

Lobby Lounge presents Puttin’ on a 

Ritz Afternoon Tea, available daily from 

12pm to 6pm. This lavish affair serves up 

a delightful spread of pastries, premium 

coffee and fi ne teas, all in a sophisticated 

setting. ritzcarlton.com

Delightful dim sum
Pavilion Hotel’s Jade Pavilion invites 

you and your mum to savour The 

Art of Dim Sum, a handcrafted 

experience by dim sum master 

chef Dino Lee. Each delicacy is a 

showcase of precision, fl avour and 

artistry, from delicate dumplings 

to pillowy buns and timeless 

Cantonese classics. Don’t miss 

the steamed xiao long bao, where 

Alaskan scallop meets fermented 

garlic in a symphony of taste. 

banyantree.com
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Sustainable 
beauty

Malaysia

Malaysia’s beauty scene is embracing 

sustainability like never before. More 

homegrown brands are prioritising 

ethical sourcing, responsible production 

and eco-friendly ingredients – proving 

that beauty and sustainability can 

go hand in hand. Here are three local 

brands leading the way. 

Paloma

Founded in 2023 by KL-based 

entrepreneurs Koh Li Tim, Sheryl Oon 

and Howie Lee, Paloma is a love letter 

to Southeast Asia’s rich biodiversity. 

Harnessing the power of superfruits, 

superfoods, herbs and adaptogens, the 

brand spotlights regional ingredients 

in its formulations. Its current line-up 

features the 24/7 Repair Serum and 

Kind Cleanser, with a moisturiser on the 

horizon. visitpaloma.com

Commodité

For founder Kho Yit Wee, sustainability 

isn’t just a buzzword – it’s a mission. 

Commodité ensures eco-conscious 

sourcing, avoiding deforestation and 

harm to wildlife. Its gender-neutral 

essentials range from scented sanitisers 

and fragrances to body wash. The latest 

addition? Magnesium Oil Spray, designed 

to soothe muscle pain and promote 

better sleep. mycommodite.com

Lumi

Launched in 2020 by Chryseis Tan, this 

botanically powered skincare brand 

has a simple yet bold mission – to make 

radiant skin accessible to all. Passionate 

about effective, natural and cruelty-

free beauty, Tan has created high-

performance products that are as gentle 

on the skin as they are on the planet. 

mylumibeauty.my

R E A S O N S  T O  L O V E

12
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R E A S O N S  T O  L O V E

Kuala Lumpur

Whether you’re catching up with 

friends, enjoying the city skyline or 

simply winding down after a long 

day, the right setting can make all the 

difference. From sleek rooftop retreats 

to cosy corners with a welcoming vibe, 

here are the newest spots to relax, 

connect and socialise in style. 

1 

Located inside Menara Milenium, 

Social Room is the latest hotspot 

redefi ning after-work unwinding. 

Designed to spark effortless 

conversations, its spacious interior 

and cosy couches create an inviting 

setting for professionals to connect. 

As Karls Group marks a decade in the 

industry, its newest offering continues 

its legacy of crafting exceptional 

social experiences. instagram.com/

socialroom.kl

Sunset 
sessions

13
2

Escape the city chaos at Mesa on 51, 

the latest rooftop gem from the Marini’s 

Group. Perched on Level 51 of Permata 

Sapura Tower, this elevated dining 

and entertainment destination offers 

panoramic views of KL’s dazzling skyline 

as you indulge in classic Spanish fl avours. 

From fl avour-packed tapas and paellas 

to premium Picañha steaks, every dish 

is a celebration of Spain’s rich culinary 

heritage. Pair your meal with sangria, cava 

or your favourite cocktail. 

marinisgroup.com

3

Discreetly tucked away on the mezzanine 

fl oor of Courtyard by Marriott Kuala 

Lumpur South, At 137 is where modern 

elegance meets effortless charm. Sip 

on expertly crafted signature cocktails, 

savour premium spirits and nibble on 

refi ned small bites, all in a warm and 

inviting setting. With space for 55 guests, 

At 137 is ideal for intimate gatherings 

or lively social events. Meanwhile, the 

private room seats up to 10 guests, 

offering the perfect hideaway for special 

occasions. marriott.com



Get closer to the action with the ultimate 
Maybank credit card for Manchester United fans

Glory, glory United fans!

Imagine turning every ringgit 
you spend into rewards that 
bring you closer to the club 
you love. With the Maybank 
Manchester United credit 
card, you can do just that.

If you’ve ever worried about 
losing cash, a credit card can 

added security that cash 
simply can’t. Transactions 
are also quicker – just tap, 
swipe or click.

Credit cards can make it 
easier to keep track of your 
spending, and they’re handy 
to have in case of unexpected 
expenses. If you travel, the 
card’s global reach means no 
more hassle with currency 
exchange or worrying about 
foreign rates. 

Cardholder perks

For Manchester United fans, 
the Maybank Manchester 

adds an extra layer of 
excitement. You’ll earn up to 
two TreatsPoints for every 
RM1 spent in Malaysia, 

overseas. These points can 
be redeemed for a wide 
range of rewards, including 
household appliances, 
shopping vouchers and 

Additionally, the Maybank 
Manchester United 
cardholders enjoy a 10% 
discount on Manchester 
United merchandise at 

G O I N G  P L A C E S  x  M AY B A N K

stadium and museum tour at 

companion for both football 
and travel enthusiasts.

Snazzy designs

features a sleek black 
background with striking 
visuals of global landmarks 
while the Visa credit card 
showcases the iconic Old 

out in your wallet while 

Devils supporter.

The ultimate Old Trafford 

experience

Cardholders get to 
participate in regular “spend 
and win” campaigns to win 
autographed Manchester 
United memorabilia and 
exclusive VIP tours of 

Highlights of the tour 
include a visit to Carrington 
Training Centre, a meet-and-
greet with former legends 
and the First Team, a behind-
the-scenes stadium and 
museum tour, and premium 
seating at the Matchday 
Hospitality Suite, bringing 
you up close to the live 
match action. 

Be part of the Manchester 

United legacy

Whether you aspire to cheer 
alongside 70,000 fans at Old 

piece of your football club 
with you, this card is your 
gateway to living 
your dreams. 

Look out for the Manchester 

United first team in Kuala Lumpur 

for a friendly match on 28 May 

2025. For more information, visit 

maybank.my/manutd. Football 

fans in Singapore, Indonesia, the 

Philippines, and Cambodia can 

check their local Maybank sites 

for similar offers. 



World’s Largest
free-flight walk-in aviary

www.facebook.com/klbirdpark klbirdparkmalaysiawww.klbirdpark.com+603-2272 1010
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ELEVATE
A global guide to uplifting updates for work, rest and play

Mid-year in the Maldives brings a 
spectacular seasonal nature show. 
From March to July at the Six Senses 
Laamu, critically endangered green 
sea turtles bury their eggs on the 
beach. Two months later, around May, 
the little hatchlings head for the sea en 
masse in a race for survival. Sign up to join the 
resort’s Turtle Team, led by a resident marine biologist, 
for one unforgettable experience. sixsenses.com

Soak up the wonder of hatching 

season in the Maldives
BY TARA FT SERING 

On the 
turtle trail

N A T U R E

Malaysia Airlines fl ies between 

Kuala Lumpur and Maldives 7x weekly
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E L E V AT E

A short stroll from the Hanoi Opera
House, the 364-room Sofi tel Legend 
Metropole Hanoi is one of Indochina’s 
enduring luxury stays – with Cambodia’s 
Ra   es Hotel Le Royal being another 
– that has witnessed and shaped its 
country’s history. Its illustrious guest 
list includes former world leaders such 
as Bill Clinton, Fidel Castro and Ho Chi 
Minh, as well as Hollywood legends like 
Robert De Niro and Catherine Deneuve. 

Like a mirror re  ecting Vietnam’s 
turbulent 20th century, the hotel has 
witnessed historic transformations over 
the decades. It has changed its name four 
times, served as a motion picture venue 
– the  rst in the region – and sheltered 
embassies and UN agencies during the 
Vietnam War. An air-raid shelter, built 
in 1964, was only rediscovered in 2011 
beneath the Bamboo Bar – one of the 
hotel’s six restaurants and bars that are 
epicurean destinations in their 
own right. 

Even grand icons require 
refurbishment as time takes its toll, 
and as the Metropole marks its 124th 
year, it has undergone a meticulous 
restoration and renovation, courtesy of 
Singapore-based David Grace Designs 
International. The most notable changes 
are in the Heritage Wing’s lobby and 
103 guestrooms and suites – three of 
which are named a  er past guests: 
The Quiet American author Graham 
Greene, William Somerset Maugham 
and Charlie Chaplin. While the Franco-
Vietnamese aesthetic remains, the 
refreshed interiors introduce modern 
comfort, advanced technology and 
vibrant colours. Sixty per cent of the 
guestrooms’ wooden  oors have been 

Hanoi’s grandest and most 

storied accomodations get 

an extra luxe refresh
BY JONATHAN EVANS

The 
legend 
lives on 

renewed or replaced. The rooms now 
feature new beds, colourful curtains, 
desks, side tables and sofas, while 
Italian marble surfaces and  ooring 
grace the bathrooms. Luxurious 
carpets add warmth to rooms and 
corridors. 

The layout remains largely 
untouched, but six pairs of connecting 
rooms have been converted into 
spacious suites. Modern enhancements 
include sound bars, mood lighting 
and dedicated Wi-Fi routers for 
seamless connectivity. The Heritage 
Wing lobby now boasts an artisanal 
antique mirrored ceiling, while silver-
leaf-gilded, hand-painted artworks 
adorn the elevator car. Contemporary 
reception desks and furnishings 
subtly modernise the space without 
compromising its nostalgic charm.

“Our aim was to transcend mere 
design and create a timeless sanctuary 
of luxury and understated elegance,” 
says Grace Soh, managing director of 
David Grace Designs International. 
“We aspired to cra   an environment 
that appeals to the senses and leaves an 
indelible mark, capturing the essence of 
re  ned living and evoking days 
gone by.” so  tel.accor.com

Foyer in the 

Heritage Wing

Pool 

Bamboo Bar
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H O T E L S

Malaysia Airlines fl ies 

between Kuala Lumpur 

and Hanoi 7x weekly. 

Book your Hanoi 

tour package 

with Journify. 
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lived and worked celebrates her 250th 
anniversary, expect more events 
than usual at the annual Jane Austen 
Festival (between 12 and 21 September) 
– a costumed promenade, a summer 
ball, theatre performances, talks, 
workshops and more.

Make sure to book a stay at YTL 
Hotels’ The Gainsborough Bath Spa, 
a luxury hotel with access to thermal 
baths that also leans into Austen’s 
world. Enjoy their History & Heritage 
A  ernoon Tea, something Jane Austen 
and her heroines indulged in regularly. 
Over freshly made scones and clotted 
cream, you will learn more about the 
local history. 

For die-hard fans, plan a visit 
between 13 and 18 October, when the 
hotel celebrates the beloved author with 
a series of events, from curated talks by 
Jane Austen experts and Regency dance 
workshops to excursions to the Austen 
family home outside Bath and walking 
tours of historic landmarks. 

Travel back in time to 

Jane Austen’s England, 

just over an hour’s train 

ride from London 
BY ULRIKE LEMMIN-WOOLFREY

Past lives
E X P E R I E N C E S

Visit Sally Lunn’s, Bath’s oldest 
building (dating back to the mid-1400s), 
and a historic bakery, renowned since 
the mid-1600s for its delectable Bath 
Buns – a sugary sweet roll that had 
Austen in raptures. Take a peek into the 
Jane Austen Centre, the iconic building 
where the Austen family once lived 
and where you can learn more about 
the author, dress up in era-appropriate 
out  ts – and yes, parasols – before 
embarking on a stroll to various 
Austen-associated locations, such as 
the Assembly Rooms, the scene of many 
balls. thegainsboroughbathspa.co.uk

Ancient Roman baths 

The Romans put Bath Spa on the 
map more than 2,000 years ago, building 
baths to take advantage of the city’s hot 
springs. Today, the Unesco-listed World 
Heritage Site, with its perfect honey-
hued Georgian architecture, is also 
known as the setting for Jane Austen’s 
six novels – including the o  -adapted 
Pride and Prejudice – all classics of 
Western literature. 
     Austen’s 18th-century world, a 
period known as Regency, was all about 
frocks and bonnets, balls and country 
mansions, and strict observance of 
social etiquette. It has long captured 
the world’s imagination, spawning TV 
series such as Bridgerton and Sanditon. 
This year, as the city where Austen 

The Gainsborough 

Bath Spa

Pulteney 

Bridge on the 

River Avon
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The Jane Austen 

Centre

Enjoy great savings and fl exibility 

exploring London with Journify’s 

All-Inclusive Pass. 

Malaysia Airlines fl ies between Kuala 

Lumpur and London 14x weekly. 
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Bold servings
Perched just above its fi ne-dining 

sibling Metiz – the critically 

acclaimed mainstay of “best of” 

lists – Automat channels the same 

thoughtful, inventive spirit of chef 

Stephan Duhesme, but in a more 

relaxed, à la carte setting. Here, 

fermentation, local produce and 

precise technique still anchor the 

menu, but the mood is lighter, 

the portions heartier and the 

fl avours often bolder. With its 

communal, family-style tables 

and playful approach to food, 

Automat captures the dynamic, 

ever-evolving energy of modern 

Manila dining.

Prepare to be pleasantly, 

deliciously confused here, as 

Duhesme and his team manage 

to fi nd truly novel fl avours. The 

offerings defy easy description: 

octopus with a sauce simmered 

in vinegar and a hint of mechado

jus (a kind of braised beef dish), 

for example, or their signature 

Automanila cocktail, a gin-based 

drink that somehow incorporates a 

fermented carrot and bell pepper 

cordial, mango granita and white 

vermouth. (Not to worry, though, 

there are also classic dishes on the 

menu for diners who prefer good 

ol’ comfort food.) 

E L E V AT E

Hapag

D I N I N G

Fab four
Must-try restaurants 

redefi ning Modern 

Filipino cuisine in Manila
BY KRISTINE FONACIER

Celera

Automat

As the country prepares for 
the Michelin Guide Philippines’ 
debut next year, a few names in 
the capital have already begun 
to rise above the crowded  eld. 
They’re not just following trends 
– they’re shaping what the future 
of Filipino dining could look like. 
From artful tasting menus to 
daring à la carte dishes, these 
four restaurants re  ect a culinary 
scene coming into its own, rich 
with personality, technique and a 
deep respect for heritage.

Inatô



23 MAY 2025 MALAYSIAAIRLINES.COM

Inatô

Originally launched with a prix fi xe 

menu, Automat has since evolved 

into a laid-back spot where bold 

fl avours and generous servings take 

centre stage. It’s an ideal entry point 

for those curious about the new 

wave of Filipino cuisine – innovative 

yet approachable. instagram.com/

automat.mnl

Local style
Likewise tucked within the creative 

hub that is the Karrivin in Makati, 

Inatô is a thoughtful and intimate 

Filipino restaurant led by chef Jepe 

Cruz, formerly the sous chef at the 

top-ranked Toyo Eatery – which, not 

coincidentally, is right next door. 

The name, which means “our 

way” in Binisaya, tells you how best 

to approach the dining experience 

here: by letting go and allowing the 

kitchen to take the wheel. There is 

an à la carte menu, but the fun is 

in the Bahala Na (an untranslatable 

term of surrender to fate) set 

menu, which changes according 

to the season, the availability of 

the produce and catch, and the 

chef’s inspiration.

The minimalist interiors 

incorporate indigenous materials 

like banana fi bre and oyster shells, 

creating a space that’s warm, 

refi ned and rooted in place. With 

only eight seats at a communal 

counter and a private dining room 

for six, it is the perfect setting for a 

personal dining experience centred 

around seasonal ingredients, local 

and international fl avours, and 

modern technique. instagram.

com/inato.ph

Across the archipelago 
adventures
Hapag’s new and more central 

location in Makati has opened up 

new horizons for the ambitious 

restaurant, with its fi rst iteration in 

Quezon City earning the attention 

of food critics and serious diners 

alike. Now on the seventh fl oor 

of the luxurious Balmori Suites in 

Makati’s upscale Rockwell Centre, 

the setting fi nally matches Hapag’s 

sophisticated and bold spirit while 

welcoming a broader audience.

The trio behind Hapag – head 

chefs Thirdy Dolatre and John 

Kevin “Nav” Navoa, and Erin 

Recto, their head of operations 

and sommelier – continue to 

present thoroughly modern 

(and occasionally controversial) 

interpretations of Filipino cuisine 

through a meticulous, intellectually 

curated tasting menu. The themes 

so far have invited diners to explore 

Philippine culture, geography and 

culinary heritage, turning the meal 

into an educational journey.

The restaurant’s interiors 

enrich this experience 

through thoughtful 

details: guests 

are greeted by a striking wall lined 

with handcrafted fermentation jars, 

leading into a dining area adorned 

with textiles, carvings and artwork 

sourced from (or at least paying 

homage to) different parts of the 

country. Each dining experience 

feels like a celebration of Filipino 

cuisine, craftsmanship and culture. 

hapagmnl.com

Beyond the plate
Celera, tucked inside Comuna, a 

new creative hub on the fringes of 

the Makati business district, is the 

latest venture from chefs Nicco 

Santos and Queenee Villar – both 

widely respected for their modern 

interpretations of Asian cuisine. At 

Celera, the duo draws from their 

buzzy portfolios and independently 

creative sensibilities to offer a 

refi ned, evolving menu. 

Its location within Comuna 

is fi tting, because the building 

itself is such a character: young, 

contemporary, thrumming with 

artistic energy. Celera blends right 

in with this diverse community that 

includes a design studio, an indie 

publishing house, an art gallery 

and a taproom. Found on the third 

fl oor, Celera feels like a secret attic 

one might retreat to: the interiors 

are dark but inviting, spare but 

warm. Likewise, the food bridges 

the gap between elevated-casual 

and fi ne dining, offering familiar 

dishes and fl avours, but with a 

healthy dash of audacity to keep 

things exciting. Whether you’re 

enjoying a thoughtfully composed 

tasting menu or exploring dishes 

à la carte, dining at Celera is a 

nuanced, satisfying experience. 

restaurantcelera.com
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The restaurant’s interiors 

enrich this experience

through thoughtful

details: guests

Hapag

Malaysia Airlines fl ies between 

Kuala Lumpur and Manila 20x weekly. 
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Gulang Island
NEIGHBOURHOOD FOCUS

Xiamen’s little island district, 

where time stands still, is a delightful 

contrast to the modern city
BY ELYSIA BAGLEY
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Arguably China’s most beloved coastal 
destination, Xiamen is perhaps best known to 
the outside world as a booming commercial 
harbour and economic zone. It’s also dubbed 
the “Gate of China”, thanks to the port city’s 
geographic positioning in southeastern Fujian 
province. As a place where East and West 
have converged for centuries, Xiamen bears 
a unique cultural heritage that’s attracted 
travellers and traders for a long time.

Just a few minutes’ ferry ride from 
downtown’s Xiamen International Cruise 
Terminal, Gulang Island (Gulangyu) sits 
frozen in time, a charming contrast to the 
modern metropolis across the sea. This small 
pedestrian-only island was once home to 
settlements of European traders in the 1900s 
and now enjoys its status as a Unesco World 
Cultural Heritage Site. Today, visitors  ock 
to walk through its winding little lanes for 
a glimpse of that bygone era, enhanced by 
the island’s vehicle-free streets and well-
preserved colonial architecture.
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1  Tangtao Yard Hostel 

(Xiamen Gulangyu 

Fuxing Castle)

Much of the island’s charm 

comes in the form of its well-

preserved historic architecture 

and colonial-era villas, many of 

which have been transformed 

into Chinese-style guesthouses 

like the charming Tangtao 

Yard Hostel. Here, “hostel” is 

a misnomer: this rustic-chic 

boutique hotel greets guests 

with exposed brick arches, 

reclaimed wood and subtropical 

charm, with outdoor courtyards 

and gathering areas lush 

with greenery. It’s a tranquil 

hideaway from the island’s 

tourist crowds, while still 

being an easy walk to all the 

attractions. 13 Fuxing Rd

2  Longtou Road 

Commercial Street 

All destinations in China have 

their shopping streets, and 

Gulang Island is no different. 

Though undeniably touristy, 

Longtou Road is a must-visit, and 

just a 10-minute walk from the 

ferry dock. A stroll along the 1km 

stretch allows you to sample a 

variety of local snacks, browse 

cute shops and pick up all kinds 

of souvenirs – it’s also a great 

place for an evening drink as the 

area really comes alive at night. 

Longtou Rd 

3  Haoyue Park

Situated on the western side of 

the island, Haoyue Park offers 

serene views and a salt-laced 

breeze from a series of pathways 

and bridges built along the sea, 

leading to a towering statue 

of celebrated 17th-century 

Chinese military hero Zheng 

Chenggong. The park is also 

a great backdrop for holiday 

photos. 3 Zhangzhou Rd

4  Shuzhuang Garden

Gulang Island is home to 

some stunning natural scenery 

and equally spectacular 

landscaping; no surprise it’s 

also nicknamed “Garden by 

the Sea”. Shuzhuang Garden, 

originally built in 1913 as part 

of a private residence, is a 

traditional Chinese garden 

that incorporates the natural 

landscape into its design, with a 

series of paths, pavilions, ponds 

and classic architecture offering 

views of mountain and sea 

from unique perspectives. The 

area also houses the renowned 

Gulangyu Piano Museum, which 

boasts an extensive collection 

of vintage pianos from across 

the world – leading to another 

nickname, “Piano Island”. 

Tianwei Rd

5  Sunlight Rock

One of the island’s most 

popular attractions, Sunlight 

Rock encompasses a large 

rock formation and the 

namesake Ming Dynasty-era 

Buddhist temple, located on 

the southern tip of the island 

and its highest point. It’s a 

spectacular spot for sweeping 

views of the island, downtown 

Xiamen and the surrounding 

seascape – and at only 40m, 

an easy hike to the peak. 

62 Huangyan Rd

6  Kang Family Oyster 

Omelette

This no-frills family-owned 

stand does one thing and one 

thing only: a regional speciality 

of wok-fried eggs with oysters, 

which gets its signature crispy-

outside, chewy-inside texture 

from the addition of potato 

starch. 4 Longtou Rd

7  Lin’s Shacha Noodles

Hit up this mom-and-pop 

shop for a bowl of shacha 

mian, arguably Xiamen’s most 

iconic dish. This delightfully 

rich, savoury soup noodle is a 

brilliant fusion of Southeast 

Asian and Chinese fl avours, 

with thin noodles swimming in 

aromatic satay-sauce-based 

broth and topped with a 

combo of meat, seafood, 

tofu and veggies. 

322 Neicuoao Rd

8  Zhangsanfeng Milk Tea

Named after a beloved island 

cat, this popular milk tea 

shop offers premium quality 

teas with your choice of milk, 

fl avours and add-ons: try 

local favourites like island 

coconut, oolong bubble milk 

tea, matcha smoothie or a 

seasonal fruit tea. 

131 Longtou Rd

Malaysia Airlines fl ies 

between Kuala Lumpur and 

Xiamen 3x weekly.

Tangtao Yard Hostel

Shuzhuang 

Garden

Sunlight Rock

E L E V AT E
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Summer is here, bringing sunshine to lush peninsulas, 

ancient relics and vibrant city life in Vietnam’s most liveable city

Words Joshua Zukas

A  P E R F E C T  W E E K E N D  I N

Da Nang
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Located on Vietnam’s central coast, 
this mini seaside metropolis features 
incandescent bridges that contrast with 
 ne dining restaurants and modern 

galleries, while polished skyscrapers 
tower over hipster cafés and lively 
beach bars. Yet behind the glamour lie 
historical remnants spanning centuries, 
including pre-colonial forts, redolent 
cave temples and relics of an ancient 
civilisation. 

Come prepared: summer in Da Nang 
is hotter than a pu   from the city’s 
 re-breathing dragon (yes, this really 

is a thing). But unlike Hanoi and Ho 
Chi Minh City, Da Nang bene  ts from 
a near-constant coastal breeze – and a 
refreshing dip in the sea is never more 
than a short taxi ride away. Here’s how 
to spend three days unearthing the city’s 
layered history while making the most 
of its sun-drenched shores – without 
overheating.

D A  N A N G

Previous page: 

The vibrant city of 

Da Nang

Clockwise from top: 

Roost Coffee Roasters’ 

lush gardens provide a 

welcoming respite; Long 

Coffee’s classic cà phê 

sua đá is a must-try; 

Dien Hai Citadel dates 

back to the pre-colonial 

era; watch the Dragon 

Bridge breathe fi re on 

weekend nights; Da 

Nang Fine Arts Museum IM
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Day 1
City slick

Morning. Start the day with an early 
morning stroll along Da Nang’s broad 
seaside boulevard, where courting 
couples gaze out to sea and sprightly 
mums move to the beat in aerobics 
classes. Begin in front of the biophilic 
Chicland Hotel, designed by award-
winning Ho Chi Minh City-based 
architect Võ Trong Ngh a in 2019, then 
head south and meander through palm-
fringed parks, sea-facing plazas and 
outdoor gyms. 

When it’s time for a cuppa, venture 
inland to Roost Coffee Roasters, set 
within a repurposed modernist house 
with a lush garden. Then call a Grab 
and cross the river to the Da Nang 

Fine Arts Museum, a tranquil (and 
air-conditioned!) retreat showcasing 
so  ly lit displays from some of central 
Vietnam’s most notable artists.

Afternoon. Enjoy lunch in the chic 
dining room of Luk Lak, where the menu 
highlights lesser-known Vietnamese 
dishes from the country’s mountainous 
subregions, such as grilled chicken with 
sticky rice and pan-seared duck with 
pickled bamboo. 

To escape the sizzling a  ernoon heat, 
retire to a nearby co  ee shop: Long 

Coffee has been serving classic cà phê 
sua á (Vietnamese iced co  ee with 
condensed milk) for decades, while 

Glossy on the surface 
but rich in depth, fi rst 
impressions of Da Nang 
can be deceiving. 
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Ala Café is a quirky spot o  ering iced 
lattes and roo  op seating. 

As the city cools, visit the nearby 
Dien Hai Citadel, a fascinating remnant 
from the pre-colonial era. Originally 
built in 1813 by King Gia Long of the 
Nguyen Dynasty (1802–1945), the 
moated fort played a key role in repelling 
France’s  rst attacks on Vietnam in the 
mid-19th century. 

Evening. Amble a block east to the Han 
River, where a dazzling sequence of 
cantilever bridges stretches across the 
water. Start at the west bank of the 
Han Bridge, then stroll south towards 
Da Nang’s iconic Dragon Bridge, which 
shimmers with colour a  er dark. 
Completed in 2013 and modelled on a 
Lý Dynasty (1009–1225) dragon, the 
bridge symbolises Da Nang’s economic 
fortitude. You’ll spot its golden,  re-
breathing head on the opposite bank – 
save this spectacle for tomorrow. 

Before calling it a night, swing by 
Xi Nê Bistro & Jazz, a repurposed 1970s 
cinema that now hosts regular live music 
performances.

Day 2
Jolly jaunts

Morning. Book a Grab and head south to 
the Marble Mountains, a striking cluster 
of karst formations less than 10km 
south of the city centre. Each mountain 
represents one of the  ve East Asian 
elements –  re, water, earth, wood and 
metal – but Water Mountain boasts the 
largest concentration of cave temples. 
The complex may feel somewhat 
cluttered, but it is aesthetically 
captivating and steeped in legend. Keep 
your eyes peeled for serpentine dragons, 
 erce ethereal warriors, hellish demons 

and hidden shrines carved into the rock. 
When hunger strikes, head back into 

the city for mì Quang at Nu Đo, founded 
by local Masterchef star Tuyet Pham. 
The restaurant serves an elevated 
take on Da Nang’s signature noodle 
dish, served with your choice of meat, 
seafood or  sh.

Afternoon. A  er lunch, head north to 
ascend the Hai Vân Pass, where jungle-
clad mountains plunge dramatically 

Download Grab 

before you arrive – 

the ride-hailing app is 

the easiest way to get 

around the city. 

Heading out of town? 

Rent a motorbike or 

hire a car with a driver 

– most hotels can 

arrange this.

Bring headphones 

for audio guides 

at museums 

and the My Son 

archaeological site. 

Top 

tips for 

Da Nang

Explore Da Nang and 

beyond with Journify’s 

Destination Pass.



30 MALAYSIAAIRLINES.COM MAY 2025

into the sea. If you’re comfortable on 
a motorbike, tackle the winding road 
yourself; otherwise, ask your hotel to 
arrange a car for the a  ernoon. Along 
the route, you’ll  nd several cafés and 
scenic viewpoints, and at the peak, 
a recently restored 1826 fort with 
commanding arch-gates. 

On the way back to the city, stop by My 

Khe Beach for a refreshing dip in the sea 
and a fresh coconut.

Evening. In the evening, feast on another 
Da Nang speciality – seafood. While 
the seafront is lined with seafood 
restaurants, they can be pricey, so 
venture into the backstreets for a more 
local experience at spots like Nhà Hàng 

Bien Viet or Thêm Hai San. 
If you’d like to see the Dragon Bridge 

breathe  re, you’re now on the right side 
of the river. Arrive on the east side of 
the bridge before 9pm (Saturdays and 
Sundays only) and  nd a good spot to 
watch the  ery spectacle.

Clockwise from top: 

Da Nang’s Marble Mountains 

watch over the city; Xi Nê 

Bistro & Jazz was previously a 

1970s cinema; get lost in the 

ancient wonders of My Son; 

culinary delights at Nén; a 

feast of fl avours from Nu Đo
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Day 3
Cham charm

Morning. Until the late 15th century, 
Da Nang was part of Champa, a network 
of kingdoms that once ruled the coastal 
plains of present-day central Vietnam. 
To connect with this o  en-overlooked 
history, head to My Son, located about 
40km southwest of the city centre. 
Champa’s civilisation was heavily 
in  uenced by India, and here you’ll  nd 
Hindu temples dating from the 4th to 
the 13th centuries. 

To beat the heat and the crowds, 
arrive as early as possible (the site opens 
at 6am). For added context, purchase the 
audio guide, which you can download 
to your phone (remember to bring your 
headphones).

Afternoon. While My Son is Vietnam’s 
most signi  cant archaeological site, 
Da Nang’s Museum of Cham Sculpture 
houses the world’s largest collection 
of Cham artefacts. Built in 1919, the 
museum still occupies its original 
Indochinese-style building and o  ers 
a fascinating glimpse into Cham 
spirituality. Highlights include the 
Nataraja (Shiva’s cosmic dance of 
destruction) and apsaras (female 
celestial dancers). There’s plenty here 
to  ll an a  ernoon, but if you need a 
pre-museum pick-me-up, stop by Nam 

House, a retro-style co  ee shop just a 
block north.

Evening. End your trip with a bang at 
Nén Danang, a  ne dining restaurant 
led by chef-patron Summer Le, who 
tells personal stories through her 
creative tasting menus. Last year, Nén 
earned a rare Michelin Green Star 
for its sustainability e  orts, thanks in 
part to the farm next door, where Le 
grows fresh produce and carries out 
community activities with a local school. 
A relaxed, multi-course meal here is the 
perfect way to re  ect on your trip – and 
start planning your return to Da Nang.

Where to stay

Wink Icon Danang Riverside

Building on the success of its sister 

hotel across the river, this newer Wink 

exudes hip holiday vibes, designed with 

millennial and Gen Z travellers in mind. 

Highlights include a rooftop swimming 

pool, a 24/7 gym and three fl oors of 

bars and restaurants. wink-hotels.com

Signature by M Village 

Da Nang Heritage

Heritage hotels are a rarity in Vietnam, 

making this newly opened, beautifully 

restored, century-old colonial building 

a delightful fi nd. Even better, it’s just 

a short stroll from the citadel, art 

museum and Han River. mvillage.vn

Fusion Resort & Villas

Fusion’s new fl agship property 

graces Da Nang’s sweeping coastline, 

just 13km south of the city centre. 

Offering luxurious beachside villas, 

it’s the perfect blend of a city 

break and seaside escape. 

fusionresorts.com

Malaysia Airlines fl ies between Kuala Lumpur 

and Da Nang 7x weekly. 





SNACK THE 
SMART WAY
MART WAAAAAAAYYYYYYY
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Sydney has long been a destination for excellent seafood. 

Now, it’s serving the bounty of the sea in grander, more 

varied and innovative ways than ever before, giving the 

world more reason to make the trip down under

Words Rachel Lees
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Australia’s beloved harbour city, Sydney, is 
renowned for its superlative breakfasts – a 
claim to fame that arguably began when the 
late Australian chef Bill Granger  rst dished 
up his glossy scrambled eggs and avocado on 
toast at his restaurant, Bills, back in 1993. 
Now, three decades on, Sydney’s breakfast 
bar has been raised again. 

On a sun-splashed morning in the 
backstreets of Paddington, an inner-city 
neighbourhood of narrow, tree-lined streets 
and terrace houses, I’m the only diner in the 
bar of the 14-room Grand National Hotel, 
which opened in January this year. Here, 
Sydney’s most exclusive breakfast is served 
each morning to guests of the hotel, and no 
one else. The sweet  esh of a perfectly poached 
whole marron – a cray  sh from Manjimup, 
Western Australia – is laid bare on a bed of 
scrambled eggs before me. The shell of its 
head holds a not-too-rich hollandaise sauce.  

It’s the highlight of a three-course breakfast 
that has all of Sydney talking, and is exactly 
what you’d expect from chef Josh Niland, the 
man who sparked a culinary revolution and 
pioneered whole  sh butchery – complete 

S Y D N E Y

This is a story about 

seafood, but it starts,
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as many Sydneysiders’ 

days do, with the sunrise. 
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Previous spread, from left: 

Sydney Oyster Farm Tours offers 

an in-water dining experience; 

Saint Peter’s interiors

This spread, clockwise from 

left: The Grand National Hotel; 

Josh Niland in the kitchen; a 

lobster dish at Saint Peter’s; 

golden hour at Bennelong  

minutes. There’s no more decadent way to 
end a meal at Saint Peter than when the 
waiter walks me just a metre from the 
restaurant and summons the li   to take 
me one  oor up to my hotel suite. Once a 
beloved neighbourhood pub, the original 
structure of the Grand National Hotel dates 
back to 1890, and in their  rst venture as 
hoteliers, Niland and his wife Julie haven’t 
merely revived the place, they’ve turned it 
into a destination in its own right. 

Interiors were designed by Belinda 
Chippindale and Dimity Chitty of Sydney’s 
Studio Aquilo, with extensive input from 
the Nilands, and the result is exquisite. 
The hotel’s sophisticated, modern Art 
Deco rooms could just as easily exist in 
New York or Paris, save for their all-local 
line-up of personal touches: art curated by 
Olsen Gallery, including works by Ken Done; 
toiletries by Australian luxury brand Aesop; 
and bedding by Melbourne’s sustainable 
doona makers, Bonny, among others. 

There are subtle nods to seafood, too. Above 
the original marble  replaces, convex mirrors 
provide a  sh-eye view of the room;  sh fat 
candles and soap bars grace the bedrooms; 
and ceramic mugs are made from  sh bones. 
Even the marron at breakfast is served on 
a plate decorated with a  sh-scale border. 

OF COURSE, SAINT PETER AND THE GRAND 

National Hotel aren’t the only ones rede  ning 
Sydney’s seafood landscape – or using  sh 
scales or shells as inspiration. Since 2015, 
Bennelong, the acclaimed dining institution 
helmed by chef Peter Gilmore, has been 
serving seafood-forward dishes – appetisers 
of Aquatir Belugar caviar and rock oysters, 
mains of barramundi and Eastern Rock 
lobster – with equally fabulous views of the 
harbour from its incredible location within 

with custom-designed cool rooms and a 
creative use of o  al – when he opened his  sh 
restaurant, Saint Peter, in 2016. Back then, 
his innovative degustation experience was 
an intimate a  air; diners sat at a long marble 
bar counter inside a modest shopfront on a 
quiet stretch of Oxford Street in Paddington. 

However, last year, Saint Peter – which 
made the World’s 50 Best Restaurants longlist 
in 2024 – relocated to the beautifully restored 
Grand National Hotel. Diners now enjoy 
their meals in an elegant 40-seat dining 
room featuring an atrium and a buzzy 
open kitchen. Niland’s nine-course menu 
continues to showcase his greatest hits, from 
a reinterpretation of spaghetti bolognaise 
made with southern calamari noodles and 
yellow  n tuna ’nduja (a spicy, spreadable 
salami) to the moreish lemon meringue tart. 
The 30-seat front bar is also impressive. A 
more casual a  air, bookings aren’t required, 
and the bar snack menu includes sword  sh 
empanadas, Australia’s best oysters and the 
standout: a yellow  n tuna cheeseburger. 

This is seafood worth travelling for, but 
for a lucky few, the journey now takes mere 
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“
Regardless of where you choose 

to be, one thing is certain: Sydney 

and its innovative chefs know how 

to reel travellers in and keep them 

coming back for more”

S Y D N E Y

the iconic Sydney Opera House, a building 
inspired by sails and seashells, among others.
     Over in Blackwattle Bay, an emerging 
harbourside precinct in Sydney’s inner-west, 
the  nishing touches are being put on the 
new Sydney Fish Market, an AUD$800 
million development expected to open later 
this year. Designed by 3XN Architects, the 
market has a 200m-long, wave-shaped roof 
resembling  sh scales and, with a working 
 sh market, seafood cooking school and 

restaurants, it’s set to become one of the 
city’s major tourist destinations.

Celebrity chef Luke Nguyen will open a 
Southeast Asian seafood restaurant here, 
while Malaysia-born Junda Khoo of Ho Jiak 
is planning a casual-to-mid-range eatery 
serving everything from king  sh assam 
laksa and chilli crab har gow to XO pippies 
and lobster. The market will also house the 
largest sushi train in Australia, along with 
outlets from local favourites such as family-
run gelateria Cow and the Moon; cheerful 
inner-west café Dirty Red, known for its 
cocktail-fuelled brunches; and Vietnamese 
street food outlet Banh Mi & Phin.  

The largest venue is expected to be an 
as-yet-unnamed, 280-seat Mediterranean-
style restaurant led by Turkish celebrity chef 
Somer Sivrio lu, who studied in Australia and 
co-owns restaurants Anason in Barangaroo 
and Maydanoz in the CBD. But the highlight 
may prove to be Sivrio lu’s takeaway kiosk, 
serving balik ekmek (Turkish  sh sandwiches).  

Australians have a special reverence 
for sandwiches. In local slang, an “Aussie 
battler” refers to an ordinary, working-
class Australian, respected for relentlessly 
persevering in the face of adversity. And 
the humble workman’s lunch? It’s o  en a 
sandwich. But in a multicultural nation like 
this one, that can mean anything from balik 
ekmek and banh mi to cheese toasties or 
a Vegemite triple decker. For Sydney chef 
Joel Bennetts, a more modern take might 
be the  sh burger, laden with fermented 
chilli, that earned him a cult following at 
Fish Shop in Bondi.

This spread: Refi ned, 

sumptuous offerings 

you can expect at Saint 

Peter in The Grand 

National Hotel  IM
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A  ve-minute walk from Sydney’s most 
iconic beach, Fish Shop – which opened 
in 2021 and closed last March – was an 
elevated interpretation of the classic suburban 
 sh ‘n’ chip joint by Nathan Dalah and Nic 

Pestalozzi. Along with Casper Ettelson, they 
are the men behind Fishbowl, a healthy salad 
bowl chain with more than 40 locations 
across Australia, which recently opened 
as Thisbowl in New York.

Not content to sit back and enjoy their 
extraordinary success, Dalah and Pestalozzi 
opened another venture with Bennetts 
in 2023, in the storefront next door to 
Fish Shop. The same concrete, glass and 
terrazzo interiors appear at the 30-seat 
Burger Park, which o  ers a menu of just 
four hamburgers –  ve, if you count the 
“secret” cheeseburger – made using only 
good quality, fresh ingredients. The place 
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Malaysia Airlines 

fl ies between Kuala 

Lumpur and  Sydney 

14x weekly. 

Where to stay

The Eve Hotel is the centrepiece 

of the new AUD$500 million 

Wunderlich Lane precinct on the 

border of Surry Hills and Redfern. 

Its retro-cool rooms and suites 

impress, but the 20m rooftop pool 

steals the show with guests and 

locals alike. theevehotel.com.au

Set in the historic Sydney Water 

Board headquarters, the 172-room 

Kimpton Margot evokes Art Deco 

glamour. The lobby houses chef 

Luke Mangan’s fl agship, Luke’s 

Kitchen, serving modern Australian 

fare, plus it even has its own caviar 

cart. kimptonmargotsydney.com 

The new W Sydney, the chain’s 

largest with 588 rooms, overlooks 

Darling Harbour. With fi ve 

restaurants, a 30m indoor infi nity 

pool, a luxe spa and a 24-hour gym, 

you may not want to leave. Rooms 

feature blue furnishings and shark-

shaped pillows. wsydney.com

is buzzing, there’s even live jazz on the  rst 
Friday of every month. But on any other day, 
the hot tip is to order your burger – try the 
crumbed barramundi with green goddess 
tartare – to-go and enjoy it with your toes 
in the water at Bondi Beach. 

FOR THOSE WHO WANT TO GET OUT ON

the water, it’s worth making the one-hour 
drive north to Brooklyn on the outskirts of 
Sydney. Bordered by eucalyptus bushland, 
Kangaroo Point Boat Ramp is the pick-up 
location for those joining Sydney Oyster 
Farm Tours, a family-run enterprise on the 
expansive Hawkesbury River. During a boat 
ride and guided tour of the farm, guests 
learn about the evolution of the industry 
and see how oysters are cultivated. 

A  erwards, shuck fresh Broken Bay, 
Sydney Rock and Paci  c oysters in one 
of three ways. Depending on the tour you 
choose, that could mean slurping the tasty 
molluscs on the boat; donning a pair of waders 
and eating them at a table in the water; or 
sitting down to a gourmet, white tablecloth 
lunch on the sand. 

Regardless of where you choose to be, 
here or elsewhere in Sydney, one thing is 
certain: this city and its innovative chefs 
know how to reel travellers in and keep 
them coming back for more. 

This spread, clockwise from 

left: The new Sydney Fish 

Market is set to become a 

must-visit attraction; shuck 

oysters any way you like 

with Sydney Oyster Farm 

Tours; its founder, Sheridan 

Beaumont; her dad at the 

oyster farm

Directory

Grand National Hotel

saintpeter.com.au

bills.com.au 

sydneyfi shmarket.com.au 

bennelong.com.au

fi shbowl.com.au

instagram.com/burgerpark

sydneyoystertours.com

Explore Business 

and Economy Class 

Flight + Hotel 

packages to Sydney 

with MHholidays. 

Discover the 

best of Sydney 

with Journify’s 

Explorer Pass.
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A stitch

In Ahmedabad, a city wrapped 

in rich heritage, a clutch of ateliers 

are devoted to keeping India’s 

handmade textile traditions alive

Words Punita Malhotra

Photography Pankaj Anand

in time
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In the capital of the western Indian state of Gujarat and 
India’s  rst Unesco World Heritage City, I wandered through 
jewel-box mansions, stared awestruck at façades  ligreed with 
delicate carvings and descended ornate stepwells carved like 
inverted temples. 

Centuries of trade and migration had le   its imprint on this city; 
Persian, Central Asian and Islamic in  uences are visible in the 
exquisite details. I saw these imprints in the patterns, geometry and 
symbolism etched in fabric at the Calico Museum of Textiles: the 
lustrous sheen of Mashru, a handwoven fabric of silk and cotton; 
the  uid strokes of the Gujarati art of cloth printing known as 
Rogan painting; the bold motifs of Rabari embroidery. Artistic 
expression, regardless of medium, shared a common language. 
And it was dazzling.

When Shilpa Sharma, founder of Breakaway – a Delhi-based 
special interest tour company that connects travellers with India’s 
rich cra   and textile culture – described Ahmedabad as “a perfect 
teaser to the state’s cra   legacy”, I knew it was time to return. 
A whole day of diving deep to uncover the nuances of Gujarat’s 
cra   heritage was impossible to resist.

The trail begins in the quiet residential neighbourhood of Paidi, 
not far from the Sabarmati Riverfront, where RaasLeela Textile, 
a studio that specialises in slow fashion, is located. Here, clothes 
made of raw, unprocessed cotton are completely stitched by hand. 
According to designer and founder Hetal Shrivastav, the brand is 
deeply committed to using sustainable resources, and investing 
in cra   revival and inclusive growth for artisans connected to 
the land.

A hum of focused activity  lls the space. Here, women artisans 
are deeply immersed in their work, stitching seams, buttonholes 
and hems. They select fabric scraps, arrange them into patterns 
and secure them with tiny, precise stitches. There are no machines, 
only the quiet rhythm of skilled hands preserving an ancient cra   
known as katab. 

Katab is an age-old appliqué technique practised for generations 
in Gujarat, where fabric scraps are layered and stitched into 
quilts and clothing. For centuries, it has been an artful way to 
mend clothes, extend the life of garments and ensure zero waste. 
It celebrates imperfections – I watch as the studio artisans follow 

Previous spread, left 

to right: Artisanal 

craftsmanship 

passed down through 

generations is on full 

display at the workshops 

of Sanjay Chitara and 

Asif Shaikh, respectively 

This spread: 

Specialising in slow 

fashion, RaasLeela 

Studio ensures every 

piece is stitched by 

hand – requiring precise 

needlework and plenty 

of patience

My fi rst time in 
Ahmedabad was a 
whirlwind of everything 
grand and beautiful.

A H M E D A B A D
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di  erent motifs and stitching styles, each 
with a unique rhythm of needlework. When I 
pick up a needle to try my hand at stitching, 
I quickly realise how much patience and 
precision this cra   demands. Katab is no 
regular mending routine; it’s storytelling.

RaasLeela’s production model produces 
only 50 to 80 pieces a month (a mix of 
garments and home décor) ensuring that 
every stitch carries the weight of time-
honoured skills. Many of these handcra  ed 
pieces  nd their way to global showcases 
such as XTANT in Mallorca, Spain and 
the International Folk Art Market (IFAM) 
in Santa Fe, New Mexico, or the shelves of 
Suno & Morrison in Japan, Cottage Industry 
in Australia and Loom & Stars in the US. 
As I trace my  ngers over an ecru appliqué 
fabric, it strikes me that the real story isn’t 
about where these pieces  nd a home but in 
the hands that shape them. These artisans 
breathe new life into an age-old cra   that 
refuses to be lost.

THE NEXT STOP OF THE TOUR IS A VISIT 

with Sanjay Manubhai Chitara, a National 
Award-winning artisan and one of the 
last surviving masters of a 300-year-old 
sacred textile tradition, Mata ni Pachedi 
or ritual cloth paintings. O  en called the 
Kalamkari of Gujarat, Mata ni Pachedi 
(which means “behind the Mother Goddess” 
in Gujarati) originated as temple hangings 
for communities that have historically been 
denied entry into mainstream temples. These 
intricate cloth panels serve as portable 
shrines, allowing devotees to venerate the 
goddess in makeshi   sacred spaces. Every 
artwork depicts mythological scenes from 
Hindu epics, goddess manifestation and 
celestial beings engaged in cosmic battles. 
Today, the art form holds deep ritualistic 
signi  cance while  nding a place in museums, 
homes and luxury hotels as a revered heritage 
art form.

Amid rolls of cloth and bowls of natural 
pigments, Chitara e  ortlessly traces intricate 
forms of the Mother Goddess onto cotton 
fabric using bamboo brushes. The alchemy 
of colour-making is intriguing – black comes 

from fermented jaggery and rusted iron, yellow from turmeric, 
pink from madder root, blue from indigo and brown from catechu. 
Each stroke follows a meticulous sequence,  rst outlining the 
 gures in black before gradually  lling them with natural hues, 

each colour symbolising divine elements: red for power, black for 
protection and white for purity. 

The master artisan explains how Mata ni Pachedi remains 
within a handful of close-knit Chitara families, passed down 
through generations. He learned the cra   from his father, and now 
his children continue the tradition. The process is painstaking: a 
2-feet by 3-feet piece takes about a month to create, and supersized 
pieces sold for up to three lakh rupees (USD$3,500), demand even 
more time and precision. 

This spread: At 

Sanjay Chitara’s 

workshop, each 

ritual cloth painting 

is created through a 

meticulous process 

that takes several 

days to complete

“
Ritual cloth paintings depict 

mythological scenes from Hindu 

epics, goddess manifestation 

and celestial beings engaged in 

cosmic battles”

A H M E D A B A D
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A H M E D A B A D

Yet, hurdles loom. The newly built 
Sabarmati Riverfront, once essential 
for dyeing, is now o  -limits, challenging 
traditional fabric washing. Still, Mata ni 
Pachedi remains a living legacy, resilient 
and deeply intertwined with faith.

AT ASIF SHAIKH’S PRIVATE EMBROIDERY 

studio, the final stop of the day, I am 
transported to a bygone world of 
opulence. Visions of the Silk Route, 
along which luxury textiles criss-crossed 
continents, f lash through my mind. 
The Ahmedabad-based textile and 
fashion specialist has spent  ve decades 
researching endangered cra  s and elevating 
embroidery, particularly miniature work, 
to global recognition with an almost 
contagious passion. 

I learn about his prestigious commissions 
for institutions – such as the Aga Khan 
Museum and Humayun’s Tomb in Delhi, 
and the V&A Museum in London – and 
about how his work has taken him to 
international forums, from SOAS in London 
and the World Eco-Fiber and Textile Forum 
in Malaysia to IFAM.

Shaikh helps me decode the artistry 
of Zardozi, or intricate gold and silver 
threadwork – originally from Persia, 
modern-day Iran – and Aari, a delicate 
chain-stitch technique. Both crafts 
 ourished in India under Mughal rule 

from the early 16th to the mid-18th century, 
nurtured in royal karkhanas (workshops). 
Once reserved for imperial garments and 
ceremonial décor, these exquisite techniques 
have found new patrons in heirloom pieces 
and rare  ed couture.

House of MG

Heritage boutique stay where vintage 

meets comfort. Think handcrafted 

interiors, grand courtyards and old-

world charm wrapped in modern 

hospitality. houseofmg.com

ITC Narmada

A luxe escape that blends Gujarat’s 

cultural essence with contemporary 

elegance. Expect refi ned design, 

sustainable luxury and impeccable 

service. itchotels.com

Taj Skyline

Sleek high-rise retreat with chic 

interiors, panoramic city views and 

top-tier amenities. A seamless blend 

of luxury and timeless heritage. 

tajhotels.com

Where to stay

“
Ahmedabad’s ateliers will 

continue weaving the warp and 

weft of memories with modernity 

as long as we cherish their worth”
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Inside the workroom, I si   through hundreds of embroidered 
samples, bedecked with peacock feathers, beetle wings, actual 
gold-plated silver thread and precious stones such as rubies, 
emeralds and pearls. Bent over their frames, artisans who had 
been personally trained by Shaikh – having spent years perfecting 
classical motifs – bring elaborate designs to life with nimble  ngers 
and practised precision. 

But Shaikh’s in  uence extends far beyond his bespoke  nery. 
As one of the three custodians of the Cra   Design Society Art 
Foundation, a group that works to preserve, nurture and promote 
India’s rich textile traditions, he’s at the forefront of safeguarding 
this inheritance, fostering collaborations between artisans and 
designers to create fashion that bridges past and present. 

“If we lose cra  , we lose culture,” he insists. His words linger, 
gleaming like gold thread in the light. Ahmedabad’s ateliers will 
continue weaving the warp and we   of memories with modernity 
as long as we cherish their worth. Heritage isn’t just a relic of the 
past; it’s a story we keep telling.

This spread, left to 

right: Asif Shaikh 

watches over his 

artisans’ work in 

the studio, where 

embroidered 

craftsmanship 

using precious 

materials take 

centre stage  

The Calico Museum of Textiles, 

housed in a 17th-century mansion 

in Ahmedabad, is one of India’s 

most renowned textile museums. 

It features an extensive collection 

of rare and historic textiles, 

including Kashmiri shawls, Patola 

saris, Mughal-era tapestries 

and religious cloth paintings. 

The museum showcases various 

textile-making techniques, like 

block printing, embroidery and 

weaving, and displays of natural 

dyeing processes and traditional 

craftsmanship. Guided tours provide 

in-depth insights into India’s textile 

heritage and entry is limited to 

small, pre-booked groups for a 

focused, immersive experience. 

Morning tours run from 10.30am 

to 12.30pm, while afternoon tours 

are from 2.30pm to 4.30pm. The 

museum is open Tuesday to Sunday. 

calicomuseum.org

A culture in their keep

Malaysia Airlines fl ies between Kuala 

Lumpur and Ahmedabad 4x weekly. 
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NEVER MISS A TRAVEL TIP

Go to goingplaces.malaysiaairlines.com



Complimentary date change  • Family & Friends Promo • Enrich benefits and privileges •
Up to 10% off on selected products on Temptations • 20% off Firefly Air Cargo*  

Your Gateway to
Asia & Beyond
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A  w a r m  we l c o m e  f r o m  yo u r  f r i e n d s  a t  M a l ay s i a  Av i a t i o n  G r o u p

Discover our 

network

See where 

MAG Airlines can 

take you, around 

Malaysia and around 

the world

Inside 

our airlines

News and updates 

from MAG Airlines

Onboard 

entertainment

Keep yourself 

entertained with 

our latest releases of 

Hollywood movies, 

TV shows and music

Welcome aboard Malaysia Aviation 
Group’s (MAG) airlines. This month, 
see what we have on offer to ensure
safe, seamless and fuss-free journeys.

6957 64

THIS IS

MALAYSIAN HOSPITALITY
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T H I S  I S  M A L AY S I A N  H O S P I TA L I T Y
A i r l i n e  n e w s

MAG elevates regional travel 

with a sleek new Boeing fl eet

MAG named offi cial 

airline and premier 

sponsor of MATTA 

Fair 2025

Malaysia Aviation Group 

(MAG) – the parent 

company of Malaysia 

Airlines, Firefl y, MASwings, 

AMAL, Enrich and Journify 

– was named the offi cial 

airline partner and 

premier sponsor of 

MATTA Fair 2025.

MAG’s presence 

at the fair offered a 

thoughtfully curated 

experience through 

its inviting pavilion, 

designed to refl ect the 

group’s commitment 

to seamless travel 

and lifestyle offerings. 

Visitors explored a range 

of exclusive fare deals 

and joined interactive 

contests and giveaways. 

A standout feature 

was the AI-powered 

destination showcase, 

which gave participants 

a fresh and engaging way 

to plan future journeys. 

Adding to the buzz, a 

special appearance by 

the Manchester United 

Legends drew steady 

crowds, especially among 

football fans. 

Malaysia Aviation Group 
(MAG) is taking its  eet 
to new heights with the 
acquisition of 30 new Boeing 
aircra  , reinforcing its 
commitment to modern, 
e   cient and premium air 
travel. The order includes 18 
Boeing 737-8 and 12 Boeing 

737-10 aircra  , all powered 
by CFM International 
LEAP-1B engines. This 
positions MAG as a leader 
in regional connectivity 
while o  ering travellers 
an enhanced experience. 
Notably, the Boeing 737-
10 will introduce lie-  at 
Business Class seats to its 
narrowbody  eet for the  rst 
time, rede  ning comfort on 
regional routes. MAG will 
gradually phase out the older 
generation Boeing 737-800 
aircra   operated by Malaysia 
Airlines, transitioning to a  
sleek, fuel-e   cient  eet of 55  
Boeing 737-8 and Boeing 
737-10 by 2030 and charting  
a bold course for the future of 
air travel.



For advertising and partnership opportunities, contact 

sales.malaysia@ink-global.com | +60 1277 03791

Want to advertise with us?
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Unlock luxe getaways 

with Enrich Hotels

Turn your next getaway into a rewarding escape 

with Enrich Hotels, where you can discover an 

exclusive selection of renowned stays, from chic 

city retreats to serene beachfront havens, all 

while unlocking exceptional perks. For a limited 

time, fast-track your Elite status by getting 1 Elite 

Point for every 8,000 Enrich Points accumulated 

per reservation. Enrich Gold and Platinum 

members can enjoy elite privileges, including 

a 10% discount on redemption bookings and 

up to 20% more points on reservations. Enrich 

Points can be earned or redeemed with over 

400,000 properties worldwide, allowing you to 

accumulate up to 15,000 points per stay. Book 

now, make every point count and enjoy your 

next dream destination.

More choice and 

value with Malaysia 

Airlines’ new 

economy fares

T H I S  I S  M A L AY S I A N  H O S P I TA L I T Y
A i r l i n e  n e w s

Malaysia Airlines has introduced a refreshed Economy Class experience 
with the rollout of its Horizontal Fare Family (HFF) enhancement, 
o  ering travellers more choice and  exibility tailored to their needs.

As part of this update, the former Economy Lite has been rebranded 
as Economy Value, joining Economy Basic and Economy Flex in a lineup 
designed to suit a range of travel styles and budgets.

Economy Value o  ers a well-rounded travel experience, including 7kg 
cabin baggage allowance, complimentary meals, 20kg checked baggage, a 
10% discount for child fares and the option to modify bookings for a fee. 
The updated fare structure is ideal for travellers who want  exibility, with 
all the essentials included.
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T H I S  I S  M A L AY S I A N  H O S P I TA L I T Y
B e y o n d  t h e  c a b i n

“I don’t see this as a duty, 
but a calling”
by Soh Chiew Yong

I began my journey with Malaysia Airlines over 

20 years ago, seeing fl ying as just a job – a 

structured path with clear responsibilities. 

But with each fl ight, every destination and the 

countless faces I encountered, my perspective 

has shifted. I have realised this profession isn’t 

just about going places – it’s about touching 

lives along the way. 

Over the years, I’ve grown through both 

challenges and meaningful moments. I’ve had 

the honour of calming anxious mothers-to-be, 

guiding children travelling alone and supporting 

my team through unpredictable situations. One 

memory that has stayed with me is receiving a 

heartfelt note and photo from a family I served 

on a fl ight from Dubai to Istanbul in 2009. They 

thanked me for making them feel seen during a 

diffi cult time, and we keep in touch to this day. 

That moment reaffi rmed my belief in just how 

lasting our impact can be.

As a cabin crew, we are trained to prioritise 

safety and services – but often, it’s the subtle, 

thoughtful gestures that passengers remember 

most. I believe every small act of kindness 

enhances the customer’s travel experience 

and refl ects Malaysia Airlines’ commitment to 

Beyond 

the cabin: 

shaping 

global 

perspectives

Crew members Soh Chiew 

Yong and Mohd Azhar bin 

Zainuddin share how fl ying 

with Malaysia Airlines has 

broadened their worldview 

exceptional care. That’s why we’re known for our 

tagline: Malaysian Hospitality. 

I’ve learned to listen patiently when problems 

occur, to validate our customer’s feelings and to 

offer reassurance when it’s needed most. Those 

small gestures matter, especially when they come 

from the heart.  

Malaysia Airlines’ values – Genuine, Effi cient, 

Progressive – clearly defi ne respect, warmth 

and professionalism. I strive to embody these 

values and they’ve shaped my leadership style 

and personal growth. Today, I’m proud to pass 

on what I’ve learnt to the younger crew, 

encouraging them to see this not just as a duty, 

but as a calling.

Being a cabin crew isn’t just about operations. 

It’s about being the familiar face you see when 

fl ying back home, a comforting presence before 

a new journey and the person who helps you feel 

safe in the air. Flying has become my passion and 

my purpose. I’m proud to represent an airline that 

has shaped who I am and continues to inspire me 

to lead with heart. 

In the words of Maya Angelou: “People will 

forget what you said, but people will never forget 

what you did and how you made them feel.” 
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“I believe in enhancing our 
customer’s overall experience” 
by Mohd Azhar bin Zainuddin

From 1995 to 2000, I had the incredible 

opportunity to study in Japan under a full 

scholarship from the “Look East Policy”, initiated 

SOAR INTO A SKY-

HIGH CAREER. APPLY 

NOW AND BE A PART 

OF OUR CABIN CREW.

by former Prime Minister Tun Dr Mahathir 

Mohamad. At the time, Tun Mahathir believed 

that Japan’s values, particularly in education, 

work ethics and innovation, were essential in 

shaping the next generation of Malaysians. 

Japan is a country renowned for its 

rich cultural heritage and technological 

advancements, offering a unique blend of 

tradition and modernity. My fi ve years there 

was an enriching experience – they broadened 

my horizon and deepened my understanding of 

global cultures.

Now, as a cabin crew with Malaysia Airlines, I 

bring that international experience and cultural 

sensitivity to my role, ensuring a warm and 

welcoming atmosphere for passengers from all 

walks of life. 

My time in Japan equipped me with valuable 

skills and a global perspective that I am proud 

to share with others. I developed strong 

communication skills in Japanese, adaptability 

and a deep respect for different cultures. The 

discipline and organisational skills I gained 

during that time have served me well in my 25 

years as a fl ight steward, helping me maintain 

high standards of infl ight service and remain 

calm in the face of any challenge.

As a Japanese-speaking crew member, 

I am able to assist Japanese passengers 

with everything from translating important 

information to handling special requests, 

helping them feel more comfortable and truly 

cared for. It’s a service I’m proud to offer, and 

one that enhances the overall experience for 

our passengers.



corporateMH

We make your business
our commitment.

Scan here to find out more or visit
malaysiaairlines.com/mhcorporate

Your Gateway to
Asia & Beyond



Scan here to find out more or visit
malaysiaairlines.com/mhcorporate

Your Gateway to
Asia & Beyond

Flexibility to make flight changes
Board earlier flights on the
same day if you're ahead of time.

Preferential fares
Book exclusive fares on Malaysia Airlines,

Firefly or with any of our codeshare partners.

Earn both Corporate and
Individual Enrich Points
Enjoy more rewards with both Corporate
and Individual Enrich Points. 

Dedicated Corporate
Relationship Manager

Our Corporate Relationship Managers
will carefully oversee your company's

travel requirements, offering
additional privileges.

Tailored solutions that

elevate travel management

for greater efficiency.

corporateMH
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A350-900

No. of Aircraft 7 | Passenger Seating 286

Length 66.80m | Wingspan 64.75m | Height 17.05m

Max. Cruising Speed 944km/h

A330-900

No. of Aircraft 3 | Passenger Seating 297

Length 63.689m | Wingspan 64m | Height 16.788m

Max. Cruising Speed 980km/hgg p

A330-200

No. of Aircraft 5 | Passenger Seating 287

Length 58.82m | Wingspan 60.30m | Height 17.39m

Max. Cruising Speed 880km/h

MHConnect Wi-Fi Connectivity on selected aircraft

ATR 72-500

No. of Aircraft 9 | Passenger Seating 72

Length 27.05m | Wingspan 27.17m | Height 7.65m

Max. Cruising Speed 510km/h

MALAYSIA

B737-800 NG

No. of Aircraft 5 | Passenger Seating 189

Length 39.5m | Wingspan 35.8m | Height 12.50m

Max. Cruising Speed 857km/h

A330-200F

No. of Aircraft 3 | Maximum Cargo Capacity 65 (70) tonnes

Length 58.82m | Wingspan 60.30m | Height 16.88m

Max. Cruising Speed 1,021km/hMax. Cruising Speed 1,021km/h

ATR 72-500

No. of Aircraft 8 | Passenger Seating 68

Length 27.05m | Wingspan 27.17m | Height 7.65m

Max. Cruising Speed 510km/h

Viking DHC-6 Twin Otter Series 400

No. of Aircraft 6 | Passenger Seating 19

Length 15.77m | Wingspan 19.80m | Height 5.94m

Max. Cruising Speed 337km/h

B737-8

No. of Aircraft 11 | Passenger Seating 174 

Length 39.52m | Wingspan 35.90m | Height 12.30m

Max. Cruising Speed 976km/h

MHCoMHConnennect WiWi-Fi -F Connectivity onon selected aircraft

A330-300

No. of Aircraft 15 | Passenger Seating 290

Length 63.66m | Wingspan 60.30m | Height 16.79m

Max. Cruising Speed 980km/h

MHConnect Wi-Fi Connectivity on selected aircraftMMHConnect Wit W Fi Connonnectivity oon sselectted aircrafc t

B737-800 NG

No. of Aircraft 42 | Passenger Seating 160, 166, 174

Length 39.5m | Wingspan 35.8m | Height 12.50m

Max. Cruising Speed 857km/h

MHConnect Wi-Fi Connectivity on selected aircraft MHConnect Wi-Fi Connectivity on selected aircraft

T H I S  I S  M A L AY S I A N  H O S P I TA L I T Y
O u r  f l e e t
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ON-TIME PERFORMANCE 
Our check-in counters close 

60 minutes before departure. 

Please allow at least 45 minutes for 

immigration and security clearance. 

Boarding gates will close 30 minutes 

prior to departure. 

CABIN LUGGAGE HANDLING 
Passenger and crew safety 

on board our fl ights are our 

highest priority. In compliance with 

the airline’s policy and in observing 

Occupational Safety and Health 

Regulation requirements, cabin crew are 

no longer required to stow passengers’ 

hand luggage in the overhead stowage 

compartments. This is to minimise 

occupational hazards and ergonomic 

risks faced by cabin crew in the aircraft. 

Cabin crew on duty will, however, assist 

passengers travelling with infants, young 

passengers travelling alone, the elderly 

and passengers with reduced mobility. 

Passengers who are fi t and in good 

health must carry, stow and secure their 

hand luggage on board. Hand luggage 

exceeding the 7kg weight limit must be 

checked in before boarding. 

PORTABLE ELECTRONIC 
DEVICES (PEDs)
For safety reasons, in line with 

the Civil Aviation Authority of Malaysia 

guidelines, mobile phones and small 

PEDs can be used throughout your 

journey in “Flight Mode”. Large devices 

with screen size above 12 inches are 

not allowed to be used during takeoff 

and landing. Whilst cruising, all devices 

can be used in “Flight Mode”. Devices 

transmitting cellular signals to satellites 

must remain switched off throughout 

the fl ight, until disembarkation. The 

Captain may prohibit the use of devices 

if there is any interference with the 

aircraft’s system.

LITHIUM BATTERIES
Lithium metal or lithium ion 

cells or batteries for portable 

electronic devices (PEDs), including 

medical devices, must not exceed 2g 

for lithium metal batteries and 100Wh 

for lithium ion batteries. All spare 

batteries, including lithium metal or 

lithium ion cells or batteries for PEDs, 

must be carried in passengers’ carry-on 

baggage only. These batteries must be 

individually protected to prevent short 

circuits. PEDs containing non-spillable 

batteries must be 12V or less or 100Wh 

or less. Passengers are allowed to carry 

a maximum of two spare batteries 

onboard. These batteries 

must be individually protected to 

prevent short circuits. 

NO-SMOKING & VAPING 
POLICY 
Smoking, including the use of 

electronic cigarettes, is prohibited on 

all fl ights. Electronic cigarettes must 

be carried in carry-on baggage only. 

Recharging of the device infl ight is not 

permitted. 

COMFORT & CARE 
Personal care, baby 

paraphernalia and fi rst-aid 

treatment are available upon request. 

BAGGAGE FOR TRANSIT 
PASSENGERS
Transit passengers in KLIA are 

encouraged to reconfi rm their fi nal 

baggage destination at the Transfer 

Desk to ensure that their checked 

luggage is identifi ed and loaded 

accordingly. Just present your baggage 

identifi cation tag at the desk.

ZERO TOLERANCE 
OF ABUSE 
We value courteousness. 

Any form of threat, verbal abuse or 

violence towards our staff will be 

taken seriously. We are committed to 

supporting anyone who has been the 

victim of an assault.

IN-FLIGHT 
ENTERTAINMENT 
Movies, TV and Music On-

Demand are available on selected 

fl ights either on seatback infl ight 

entertainment systems or streaming 

via personal electronic devices. 

Unlimited complimentary Wi-Fi 

internet service is available on selected 

aircraft regardless of cabin class or 

loyalty tier.

ONBOARD CHARGING 
Laptop power points are fi tted

on Business Suite, Business, Premium 

Economy and selected Economy Class 

seats. USB charging is available on 

selected aircraft. 

FOOD & BEVERAGE 
All food served onboard 

is halal. Special dietary meals can 

be prepared with 24-hour notice 

through “Manage My Booking” 

on malaysiaairlines.com. Business 

Suite, Business and Economy Class 

passengers may use the Chef-on-Call 

service to pre-book their meals 24 

hours prior to departure on selected 

fl ights. Alcoholic drinks are available 

on fl ights above three hours for 

passengers above the age of 21. Our 

cabin crew reserves the right to 

decline serving and selling alcohol 

to any passenger who appears 

intoxicated. Consumption of personal 

alcoholic drinks is prohibited. 

FRESH & FROZEN SEAFOOD 
Fresh and frozen seafood is 

strictly not permitted in check-in 

baggage. It may be accepted in cabin 

baggage, subject to the destination’s 

quarantine regulations. It must be 

properly packed and should meet 

the cabin baggage weight and size 

requirements. If dry ice is used, a 

maximum of 2.5kg per passenger 

is allowed. We reserve the right to 

refuse carriage if the items are not 

properly packed. 

PEANUT & NUT ALLERGIES 
Meals containing nuts may be 

served throughout the aircraft. We 

cannot accommodate requests for 

peanut/nut-free zones in the aircraft 

and strongly encourage those with 

allergies to take the necessary medical 

precautions before fl ying, including 

travelling with medications in their 

hand luggage. 

WHEELCHAIR ASSISTANCE 
Wheelchair requests must be 

made through the Global Customer 

Contact Centre, the Ticket Offi ce 

and/or Malaysia Airlines appointed 

travel agents at least 48 hours prior to 

departure. Contact the call centre at 

1-300-88-3000 for more information. 

UNACCOMPANIED 
MINOR (UMNR) 
We provide assistance 

to children aged 5 to 15 years old 

travelling alone, with a 24-hour 

advance request.

For more information, 

visit malaysiaairlines.com

I N  A D D I T I O N  T O  A I R P O R T  C H E C K- I N , 

H E R E  A R E  O T H E R  O P T I O N S *

WEB

Check in online 

at malaysia

airlines.com 

and self-

print your 

boarding pass.

WEB-TO-MOBILE

Check in online. 

Your boarding pass 

will be sent to your 

mobile phone. 

Mobile boarding 

passes can be 

scanned at airport 

security and at 

the boarding gate. 

MALAYSIA 

AIRLINES APP

Visit 

malaysia

airlines.com to 

download the 

Malaysia Airlines 

App to perform 

mobile check-in.  

FAST-CHECK 

SELF-SERVICE 

KIOSK

Check in online 

at malaysia

airlines.com 

and self-

print your 

boarding pass.

CITY CENTRE 

COUNTER 

CHECK-IN

Available at

 KL Sentral in 

Kuala Lumpur.

T H I S  I S  M A L AY S I A N  H O S P I TA L I T Y
S a f e t y  +  s e r v i c e
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OUR

NETWORK
ILLUSTRATIONS BY ELEN WINATA

M a l a y s i a  A i r l i n e s , 

F i r e f l y  a n d  M A S w i n g s 

h a v e  a n  a v e r a g e  o f 

2 4 4  d a i l y  f l i g h t s  t o  7 0 

d e s t i n a t i o n s  a r o u n d  t h e 

w o r l d  f r o m  t h e i r  h u b s  i n 

K u a l a  L u m p u r,  P e n a n g

a n d  K o t a  K i n a b a l u Firefl y

MASwings

Malaysia Airlines
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M a l a y s i a  A i r l i n e s 

o f f e r s  a  f r e e  ‘ B o n u s 

S i d e  Tr i p ’  t o  o n e  o f 

s e v e n  d e s t i n a t i o n s  i n 

M a l a y s i a ,  w h e n  y o u 

m a k e  a n  e x t r a  s t o p 

t o / f r o m  y o u r  h o l i d a y 

d e s t i n a t i o n

T H I S  I S  M A L AY S I A N  H O S P I TA L I T Y
O u r  n e t w o r k

Alor Setar
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EXPLORE

MALAYSIA

C o n n e c t  a n d  t r av e l 

t o  m o r e  t h a n 

9 0 0  d e s t i n a t i o n s  i n 

17 0  t e r r i t o r i e s  a c r o s s 

t h e  g l o b e  w h e n 

y o u  t r av e l  w i t h 

M a l ay s i a  A i r l i n e s , 

a  o n e w o r l d  m e m b e r 

s i n c e  2 0 13

Firefl y

MASwings

Malaysia Airlines
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Asia

Africa and 
Middle East

Southwest 
Pacifi c

Europe, Turkey and Russia

Americas

oneworld destinations

T H I S  I S  M A L AY S I A N  H O S P I TA L I T Y
O u r  n e t w o r k



















Elevate your journey in Business Class.
MHupgrade





Fuel your sports passion with

Travel with exclusive fares and added perks .

Learn more about MHsports at malaysiaairlines.com 
Terms and conditions apply.

Get your adrenaline pumping with MHsports! Enjoy flexible travel dates, extra 10kg baggage 

and more. 

Extend your travel plans easily 

with flexible travel dates.

Extra 10kg baggage allowance. 

Perfect for 5 travellers or more.

Pre-book your seats and have the option 

to add travellers up to 24 hours before 

ticket issuance.  

  

Complimentary pre-selected seating 

arrangements and advance check-in.
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B E F O R E  Y O U  G OB E F O R E  Y O U  G O

The ultimate playground
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Think you’ve experienced all of Penang?
Think again. Escape Penang  ips the 
script with record-breaking thrills in a 
lush rainforest setting. Perfect for thrill-
seekers, families and those craving a fresh 
adventure, this 44-acre amusement park – 
once a barren construction site – is now the 
island’s most exhilarating destination.

Boasting four Guinness World Records, 
Escape Penang is home to the world’s 
longest water tube slide (a dizzying 1,111m), 
the longest zip coaster (1,135m of high-

 ying fun), and the longest tubby racer 
(453.3m of downhill tubing through the 
jungle). Plus, the park’s giant tipping bucket 
– the world’s largest – dumps a staggering 
28,757 litres of water every 10 minutes.

With over 35 rides and attractions, 
including Malaysia’s  rst-ever ski slope, 
Escape Penang is a multi-day adventure 
designed for all ages and con  dence levels 
– there’s never a dull moment! Pro tip: buy 
your tickets in advance to skip the queues 
and maximise your playtime. escape.my/pg








