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and grab a bag of clothes for 
only AUD$5. Now I go more for 
the atmosphere – wandering 
around with a co  ee in hand and 
stopping at the nearby bakery.

Showing off 
When friends visit Melbourne, 
I take them on a walk that 
captures the city’s energy, 
heritage buildings and street 
art – ending with a skyline view.

We start at Carlton Gardens 
, stroll 

through the Royal Arcade 

 and Block Arcade 
, 

then head to Degraves Street 
and Hosier Lane. Finally, we 
cross Princes Bridge by the 
Yarra River to a secret lookout 
on top of Hamer Hall 

. From there, we 
get a panoramic view of the 
skyline and watch Melbourne’s 
trams crossing the bridge.

To  nd the lookout, follow 
the path between Hamer 
Hall and the black lawn 
sculptures, then take the short 
staircase to the balcony. A loop 
around the building reveals 
views from every angle.

Dröm Bakery

Rose Street Artists’ Market

Further afi eld
Whenever possible, I take 
weekend trips outside the 
city. Some favourites include 
relaxing on the beach at Venus 

Bay, skiing at Falls Creek, 
dipping into the Mornington 

Peninsula hot springs and 
kangaroo-spotting in the Yarra 

Valley. Living in Melbourne 
has pushed me out of my 
comfort zone – in the best way.

Malaysia Airlines 

fl ies between 

Kuala Lumpur and 

Melbourne 21x weekly.

Carlton Gardens

Block Arcade
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A gateway to 
Lake Toba and 
Sumatra’s lush 
jungles, Medan is 
Indonesia’s fourth-
largest city.
Also known as the Kitchen of Asia, 
it has been shaped by centuries of 
migration, trade and empire. 

From Batak highland villages and 
Chinese shophouses, to Malay courts 
and Indian temples, each community 
has added spice to the pot. The result 
is a city whose food tells Asia’s story.

Spend three days here and you’ll 
see how Medan brings food, history 
and identity together – you’ll be 
rewarded for lingering rather than 
just passing through.

Day 1
Old Medan, old fl avours

Morning. Begin in Kesawan, Medan’s 
historic district, where the past 
lingers in crumbling shophouses and 
grand colonial façades. At its heart 
stands Tjong A Fie Mansion (105 Jln 
Jend Ahmad Yani; tjonga  emansion.
org), a former home of the Hakka 
merchant who helped shape Medan 
in the early 20th century. His legacy 
of philanthropy, trade and cultural 
diplomacy is etched into the teak 
staircases and stained-glass windows.

Step outside and cross the street to 
Tip Top Restaurant (92A-B Jln Jend 
Ahmad Yani; tiptop-medan.com), 
a colonial-era institution that has 
barely changed since the 1930s. Dutch 
planters once lingered over co  ee here, 
and today locals still come for buttery 

Previous page: 

Tjong A Fie Mansion 

in Kesawan, Medan’s 

historic district

Clockwise from top: 

Tjong A Fie Mansion’s 

second-fl oor ballroom; 

Pasar Petisah; fruits 

like durian are sold at 

Pajak Sukaramai; kway 

teow goreng

044_A Perfect Weekend in Medan_R1.indd   44 17/10/2025   2:38 PM



45NOVEMBER 2025 MALAYSIAAIRLINES.COM

M E D A N

Day 2
Migration on a plate

Morning. Begin with Malay  avours 
at Rumah Makan Tabona (17 Jln 
Mangkubumi; tabona.co.id), a Medan 
favourite famous for its fragrant kari 
kambing (goat curry) and kari sapi 
(beef curry). Order them with roti jala, 
the delicate netted pancakes made for 
soaking up curry. This dish captures 
centuries of trade – Indian spices 
folded into Malay kitchens, becoming 
something uniquely Medanese. Over 

spekkoek (layer cake) and nasi goreng 
(fried rice) special. The tiled  oors, 
revolving cake display and attentive 
service make it feel like a time capsule.

Afternoon. To understand Medan, head 
to its markets. At Pasar Petisah (3 Jln 
Kota Baru), traders sell everything from 
batik to bowls of chilli paste so  ery they 
sting the air. Try soto Medan, a coconut 
milk soup bright with turmeric and 
spiced with nutmeg, served with beef 
or chicken – a reminder that Sumatra 
once anchored the global spice trade.

Stroll towards Pajak Sukaramai (Jln 
Arief Rahman Hakim), where rows 
of tropical fruits gleam like jewels: 
rambutan, mangosteen, salak and the 
notorious durian. Medan takes pride 
in its durian – creamier and sweeter 
than its rivals – and locals will tell you 
the city smells best in durian season.

Evening. Medan comes alive a  er dark at 
Merdeka Walk (Jln Balai Kota, Kesawan), 
a bustling food court beneath banyan 
trees. Order kway teow goreng (stir-fried 
 at noodles) with Chinese-Sumatran 
 air, then follow with martabak 

mesir, an Indian-in  uenced pancake 
stu  ed with egg and spiced meat. End 
with es campur Medan – shaved ice 
layered with jackfruit, palm fruit, 
syrup and condensed milk. Chaotic, 
sweet and unmistakably Medan.
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READY, (RE)SET, GO  IN
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Beyond its ancient 

temples and misty peaks, 

Thailand’s northern capital 

boasts a new wave of craft 

and culture spaces where 

travellers can stretch 

their imagination and 

reconnect with their spark  

CHIANG MAI Words Parisa Pichitmarn Photography Lek Kiatsirikajorn
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For the creatively inclined 

northern capital, Chiang Mai, 

C H I A N G  M A I

has always beckoned those in search of an ambience 
conducive to producing their magnum opus. Countless 
nationally famous Thai pop bands have originated from 
Chiang Mai, and the box-o   ce hit and classic  lm 

 (2005) immortalised the pains of an 
art student who gets friend-zoned while studying at 
Chiang Mai University. 

Two decades ago, I had even fantasised about going 
to college there, as opposed to the mainstream names 
in Bangkok, so I could be seen as “indie” and “cool”. 
Those college plans never materialised, but Chiang 
Mai continues to attract those seeking inspiration and 
a creative reset. 

The city is known for its moss-covered forest temples 
and hiking routes on verdant mountains, but these 
days it has become a hotbed of creative enclaves likely 
to inspire an epiphany. Designed to bring heritage, 
community and contemporary  air together, these 
spaces refashion Chiang Mai’s reputation as a city 
of makers into one-of-a-kind destinations that meet 
modern needs (and my appetite for a striking trinket). 
Many Thais, seeking the mild chill of cooler weather, 
begin their escape here in November.

ONE SUCH HUB IS THE 91-YEAR-OLD ANUSARN 
Building, located on the eastern fringe just beyond the 
square block of the Old City. The two-storey Lanna 
colonial building was built by modernist businessman 
Luang Anusarn Suntorn during an era when steel rods 
had to be brought in by train from Bangkok. In its former 
life, the commercial premises included the family’s 
o   ce, a salt storage shed, agricultural equipment retail 
and one of the  rst auto repair garages for foreign cars 
such as Land Rovers. 

“You won’t  nd this building aesthetic anywhere 
else in Chiang Mai because Luang Anusarn designed 
this building himself,” says the founder’s great-great-
granddaughter, Arisa Nimmanahaeminda. “It looks like 
a townhouse in the front, but the back of the building 
is completely di  erent, with a roof that has a dramatic 
slant. Even locals who have never come here before are 
astonished to see that and the big court in the back.”  

Nimmanahaeminda revived her family’s heritage 
building in 2022, turning it into a hub for young local 
businesses, workshop studios and cultural events. Today, 
visitors can easily  nd  oral bouquet workshops, ramen, 

and artsy types, Thailand’s 
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Previous spread: 

A scene from Baan Kang 

Wat Artist Village

This spread (clockwise 

from bottom left):  

Anusarn Building’s 

façade; Building A 

café; Daily Delight 

café; Luang Anusarn’s 

great-great-

granddaughter Arisa 

Nimmanahaeminda; 

Withee Laab eatery

cra   co  ee, choux pastries and everything from vintage 
 nds to traditional Lanna costumes in pastel colours. 

An old-world charm and the mercantile past of one 
of Chiang Mai’s most prominent families surround 
you at every turn, from the antique steam locomotive 
in the back court to vintage typewriters in the cafés. 
You’ll  nd real industrial grunge while sipping on a 
Coconut Milk Dirty at Building A café, or a historically 
dense atmosphere while tucking into  (minced meat 
salad) at Withee Laab. 

“That wooden shed used to be a salt storage, as Chiang 
Mai is landlocked and we needed to get salt supplies from 
Bangkok back in the day,” explains Nimmanahaeminda. 
“It’s  tting that it’s now a laab restaurant!”     
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C H I A N G  M A I

“

I stumbled upon clay figurines piled from 

floor to ceiling, and artisans at work in 

open studios and cafés that made it easy 

to spend an entire afternoon here” 

The de  ning draw of Anusarn Building, however, is 
its role as a community magnet. Crowds come together 
every  rst Sunday of the month for Sanpakoi Street 
Market to trawl for homemade cra  s and bites. You 
may also chance upon completely o   eat events such 
as the Baltic Summer Solstice Festival, where visitors 
from as far as Estonia, with  oral headbands in their 
hair, come to dance around camp  res. 

“Just walking around in Chiang Mai already 
chills you out because of the [cool] weather and the 
atmosphere, where people are not in a hurry,” laughs 
Nimmanahaeminda. “It’s suited to creatives who want 
to spend time with their thoughts and talk to other 
people who like art too.”

I KNEW I HAD TO HEAD TO BAAN KANG WAT ARTIST 

Village to see more of Chiang Mai’s arts and cra  s. 
At the base of Doi Suthep mountain, on the city’s 
western edge, a cluster of low-rise Thai homes made 
of wood, concrete and corrugated metal roofs has been 
transformed into open-air studios and shops selling 
all manner of handmade curiosities.

These humble structures are far from architectural 
showpieces, yet with smiling tra   c mirrors, bursts of 
colourful paintings and hand-painted signs, they take 
on an irresistibly quaint appeal. I happily snapped 
away until my attention was stolen by a storeowner’s 
turtle shu   ing past in a Santa hat.

Baan Kang Wat is the place to  nd some of Chiang 
Mai’s quirkiest creations. At Kaptor Store, stationery is 
emblazoned with a hilarious, deadpan duck character, 
while Note a Book tempts with handmade journals 
bound in old maps and magazine collages. 

Better still, you can make your own keepsakes. Pottery 
painting, woodcut printing, jewellery beading – there’s 
something inherently soothing about the process of 
cra  ing. As I wandered the maze of shops, I stumbled 
upon clay  gurines piled from  oor to ceiling, and 
artisans at work in open studios and cafés that made 
it easy to spend an entire a  ernoon here.

AFTER MY FILL OF PROVINCIAL WHIMSY – AND

enough stickers shaped like bowls of khao soi to last 
a lifetime – I was ready for something sleeker. Back 
in the Old Town, Kalm Village o  ered exactly that. 
Since 2021, this art, cra   and culture centre has grown 
into a complex of nine buildings arranged around two 
courtyards, their contemporary Asian design enough 
to make architecture enthusiasts pause in admiration.

Despite its newness, Kalm Village is far from generic. 
Upcycled teak and grey bricks, patterned to resemble 
woven textiles, root it in history while pointing towards 
a more sustainable future. “If we want arts and cra  s 
to continue, we must admit that it may not serve our 
modern needs anymore,” says co-founder Achariyar 
Rojanapirom, who developed the project with her 
brother Araya. “We reference history and our roots, 
but materials, colours and design must evolve. A few 

This spread: 

Scenes from Baan Kang 

Wat Artist Village
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Malaysia Airlines fl ies between Kuala 

Lumpur and Chiang Mai 7x weekly.

C H I A N G  M A I

years ago, we showcased a master weaver’s furniture 
made with recycled plastic but still featuring traditional 
designs.”

Inside, the pace slows. I dri  ed from a permanent 
textile museum to rotating exhibitions, from lifestyle 
shops to a restaurant serving the founders’ grandmother’s 
recipes. The standouts for me were the light-  lled library 
and the Glass Pavilion on the roo  op, a space with 
sweeping views of terracotta roofs and Chedi Luang 
temple. Here, sunrise yoga sessions and workshops 
on weaving or hairpin-making bring creativity into 
daily life.

“Chiang Mai is such a special place because it was 
once the Lanna Kingdom, with its own history and 
remnants you can still see,” Rojanapirom explained. 
“Many artisans continue to produce their work and 
are very open to sharing their knowledge. It’s easier 
to connect here than in bigger cities.”

The pandemic, she added, was a turning point. 
Returning home during that period gave her the chance 
to start Kalm Village. “It was a catalyst that made people 
see value in community and connectivity. Cra  work 
itself is tangible and so is community building. A physical 
space that houses people, cra  work and culture will 
never die, because humans need that no matter how 
digital our lives become.”

As I listened, I realised how much I needed this 
kind of recharge myself. Visiting these spaces felt as 
invigorating as trekking the mountains or stepping into 
a centuries-old temple. It was a relief to know that while 
I never studied art or design at university, wandering 
through Chiang Mai’s creative enclaves made me feel 
as though imagination can be sparked at any point 
in life. Sometimes, the right setting is enough to coax 
new ideas to the surface.
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