
MUMBAI
Maximum appeal: a world of cultures, 

one unforgettable city
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4
Malaysia

Wear it proud

Kuala Lumpur 

Stamp of pride

In line with Visit Malaysia 2026, 
Pos Malaysia has launched a 
commemorative stamp collection 
celebrating the country’s 
landmarks, culture and wildlife. 
Unveiled at the historic Pejabat 
Pos Besar Lama in Bangunan Sultan 
Abdul Samad precinct, the set 
features Langkawi, Penang Hill, 
the Petronas Twin Towers and 
East Malaysia’s proboscis monkey. 
Die-cut details, heart-shaped 
perforations and spot UV finishing 
round it off – a treat for collectors 
and travellers alike. pos.com.my

It started with a teenager selling T-shirts in boarding school 
to fund a photography hobby. Today, Azzim Zahid Azmi’s 
Bulan Bintang is one of Malaysia’s leading modest fashion 
labels. “I am proud that I have a product that represents 
my culture,” says Azzim, who has sponsored a runner in 
the London Marathon wearing a baju Melayu and staged 
a record-breaking drone show in 2023. 
Now, he’s steering the brand beyond 
Raya into batik, kurtas and everyday 
womenswear, for a customer base 
that’s grown from young shoppers to 
whole families. bulanbintanghq.com

5

Melayu and staged 
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City of
arrivals
Journey through the 

communities, culture and 

cuisines of Mumbai to discover 

how centuries of migration 

have shaped India’s most 

vibrant metropolis

Words Soumya Gayatri
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THE OLDEST MUMBAI

I begin my journey at the historic Worli Koliwada, one of Mumbai’s 
oldest  shing villages and home to the Koli  shing community 
for over 800 years. Its narrow lanes feature pastel homes and 
magni  cent murals. At the waterfront, a  eet of brightly coloured 
 shing boats stands in stark contrast to the sleek silhouette of the 

Bandra-Worli Sea Link, a beautiful reminder of how old Mumbai 
continues to coexist with the new.

Outside the homes, rows of  sh dry under the morning sun, 
while the aroma of fried prawns and spicy crab masala dri  s from 
kitchens inside. “The sea is deeply embedded in Koli life, food and 
culture,” says Mumbai-based cookbook author Abigail Rebello. 
“And the best way to experience this is in these home kitchens or 
at Mumbai’s annual seafood festivals, where food and community 
come together in the most vibrant way.”

From the  shing village, I head south to leaf through another 
chapter in Mumbai’s story of arrivals. In tranquil Parsi colonies, 
centuries-old temples and nostalgic cafés, I trace the journeys of 
Zoroastrians who sought refuge in India over a millennium ago 
and of later Iranian migrants who brought with them the tradition 
of the Persian co  eehouse. These establishments, known as Irani 
cafés, have become an integral part of Mumbai’s social fabric. 

The most iconic among them is the 120-year-old Kyani & Co. 
Regulars linger here over hot cups of sweet Irani chai and the 
café’s signature bun maska, a so  , warm, buttery bread served on 
chequered tablecloths set against Bentwood chairs and vintage 
glass display cabinets that almost transport me back in time. 

THE CITY TAKES SHAPE

My next stop is Khotachiwadi, a quaint colonial neighbourhood 
in Girgaon, where the legacy of the Portuguese, Mumbai’s earliest 
European settlers, lives on in colourful cottages featuring ornate 
wrought-iron balconies, sloping tiled roofs and shuttered windows. 

The Portuguese, however, le   behind more than just colonial 
architecture. Their proselytising e  orts gave birth to the East 
Indian community, one of India’s oldest Christian groups, whose 
culture is a beautiful blend of Maharashtrian roots and Portuguese 
traditions. “We carry over  ve centuries of Portuguese in  uence in 
everything from our surnames and spice blends to our homemade 
wines and chocolate marzipan eggs,” says Rebello, an East Indian 
herself.

Another short drive brings me to the Fort district of South 
Mumbai, where the city changes again with monumental Indo-
Saracenic masterpieces, a fusion of Indo-Islamic and Victorian-
Gothic architectural styles. Standing before the magni  cent 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus, the historic General Post 
O   ce and the imposing University of Mumbai, I am awestruck by 
the elegant pairing of bulbous domes and scalloped arches with 
soaring turrets and stained-glass windows.

Outside these grand edi  ces, the streets pulse with o   cegoers 
sipping tiny glasses of special Bombay “cutting” chai and family-
run Gujarati restaurants serving elaborate vegetarian thalis laden 
with fragrant curries, snacks, pickles and fresh rotis. 

The narrow lanes of Bohri Mohalla whisper yet another story. 
Here, the aromas of slow-cooked mutton nalli nihari, smoky 
seekh kebabs and crispy keema samosas wa   from hole-in-the-
wall eateries, showcasing the culinary traditions of the Dawoodi 
Bohra merchant community, which has long called Mumbai home.

“

To wander through the city 

today is to peel back centuries 

of history, one neighbourhood 

at a time, each revealing a 

different layer of Mumbai’s 

endlessly evolving identity” IM
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M U M B A I

Clockwise from 

bottom right: 

Chhatrapati Shivaji 

Maharaj Terminus, 

topped with the 

symbolic Statue of 

Progress; scenes from 

Worli Koliwada – the 

city, the Bandra-Worli 

Sea Link bridge and 

the docks 
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Victorian townhouses that look straight out 
of a Charles Dickens novel. Old industrial 
buildings le   over from when the Thames 
was once a busy port. In Mayfair, Art Deco 
hotels from the 1920s, built just as London 
was becoming a truly cosmopolitan capital. 
Brutalist structures showcasing post-war 
reconstruction. And finally, gleaming 
skyscrapers that cement London’s status 
as a  nancial hub. 

That’s the beauty of walking this city: the 
buildings do most of the talking, through 
Portland stone, red brick, glass and steel. 
Over the past few years, several of London’s 
most storied addresses have been given a 
second life, not just restored but reimagined, 
and in the process, they’ve breathed new 
energy into the neighbourhoods around 
them. Here are four landmark buildings 
worth exploring.

Previous spread 

from left: Olympia 

Way entrance; 

Battersea Power 

Station 

Clockwise from 

top: The Whiteley’s 

restored glass dome; 

the courtyard; one 

of the residences at 

The Whiteley

Walking around 
London is a form of 
time travel, with the 
past, present and 
future merging right 
on the street. Look in 
any direction and you’ll 
fi nd traces of nearly 
every chapter of the 
city’s incredible story.
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THE WHITELEY LONDON

The city’s f irst luxury department store 

with a new lease of life

Shopping may be a matter of swiping 
nowadays, but rewind to the early 1900s, 
when everything happened within a physical 
store. Back then, the place to be seen was 
The Whiteley, London’s  rst-ever luxury 
department store, which opened its doors 
in 1911 and paved the way for the likes of 
Harrods, Selfridges and Liberty, all still 
going strong today. 

Walking through its doors was meant 
to be inspiring, and that ambition shows 
in the grand Edwardian architecture and 
Art Deco detailing. Now the building has 
been reimagined by Valouran, a £1.2 billion 
transformation eight years in the making 
that preserves its history while breathing 
new life into the somewhat overlooked 
Bayswater neighbourhood. 

Award-winning  rm Foster + Partners 
took on the job of retaining the building’s 
character, restoring the Grade II-listed façade, 
the original glass dome and clock tower, 
and relocating the grand staircase. Since 
reopening this year, the building hums with 
activity once again, with lifestyle outlets like 
Everyman Cinema, 3812 Gallery, Guillam 
Co  ee House, along with 60,000sq   of 
amenities including a padel court.

The Whiteley is also home to the UK’s  rst 
Six Senses hotel, and the luxury hospitality 
brand picked this address to introduce Six 
Senses Place, a wellness-driven private 
members club. Perhaps the most compelling 
additions, though, are the 139 residences built 
into the scheme, o  ering a rare chance to live 
in a place with so much history behind it. 

L O N D O N
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BATTERSEA POWER STATION

An industrial landmark turned dynamic 

lifestyle destination 

For decades, Battersea Power Station 
stood empty on the banks of the Thames, 
a monument to Britain’s industrial past. 
At its peak, it generated a   h of London’s 
electricity, powering everything from 
Buckingham Palace to the Houses of 
Parliament. Its imposing brick structure 
and four chimneys have loomed over the 
skyline for so long they’ve become part of 
the city’s imagination, immortalised on 
Pink Floyd’s Animals album cover and in 
countless  lms and television shows.

The Grade II-listed structure has been 
reborn as the centrepiece of one of Europe’s 
largest regeneration projects,  nally opening 
its doors in 2022. Following a £9 billion 
investment, the 42-acre riverside district now 
features a range of residences (some built 
within the chimneys themselves), o   ces, 
including Apple’s UK headquarters, as well 
as 170 shops, bars and restaurants, creating 
an entirely new neighbourhood around it.

It’s a huge redevelopment, but what really 
sets it apart is how seriously it takes its 
heritage. The power station itself remains 
the anchor, its original turbine halls and 
control rooms painstakingly restored, so 
that the over 40 million visitors who’ve 
come through since it opened can actually 
experience a piece of that industrial past. 

Community matters here too. The lifestyle 
destination hosts Celebrasia, London’s largest 
Southeast Asian, free-to-attend festival, 
happening 11–13 September, along with 
a Christmas at Battersea tradition that 
draws people across the river every year. 

What’s next for Battersea? There’s still 
over half the site waiting to be developed, 
so its story isn’t  nished yet.
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LADBROKE HALL 

A Beaux-Arts manufacturing hub reborn 

as a stage for the arts

Ladbroke Hall was built in 1903 as the 
headquarters and showroom of the Clément-
Talbot Motor Company. Commissioned by 
Charles Chetwynd-Talbot, the 20th Earl of 
Shrewsbury, the Grade II-listed, Beaux-Arts 
landmark was designed to look more like 
an English country house than a factory, 
though it certainly functioned as one when 
it turned out military vehicles during the 
First World War.

More than a century later, it’s making 
things again, just not cars. Restored by 
Loïc Le Gaillard and Julien Lombrail, the 
founders of Carpenters Workshop Gallery, 
they turned it into something Notting Hill 
didn’t quite have before: a single address 
where art, design, music, performance and 
food all happen under one roof.

They call it a “stage for the arts”, and they 
mean it literally. On any given day, visitors 
can  nd museum-quality collectible design, 
art and sculpture on show at Carpenters 
Workshop Gallery. Ladbroke Hall also 
hosts Friday jazz nights, while poetry and 
live music take place at Pollini, the Italian 
restaurant housed under the building’s 
soaring ceilings. 

The garden, designed by RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show winner Luciano Giubbilei 
and home to the 1944 Prouvé House, is 
open to guests during spring and summer.

Malaysia Airlines fl ies between Kuala 

Lumpur and London 14x weekly.

Exploring London? Plan 

your trip with ease by 

browsing airport transfers, 

city attractions and more 

on Journify! 

L O N D O N

Second life

Meet the hotels reviving 

London’s most historic 

structures

Waldorf Astoria London 

Admiralty Arch

Admiralty Arch has framed 

the ceremonial approach to 

Buckingham Palace for over a 

century. Now, the Grade I-listed 

monument, commissioned by 

King Edward VII, has been turned 

into the Waldorf Astoria London 

Admiralty Arch: a 114-room hotel 

with restaurants by Clare Smyth 

and Daniel Boulud. hilton.com

Six Senses London

Set inside The Whiteley, this is 

Six Senses’ fi rst UK hotel, offering 

a rare look inside the Edwardian 

landmark. EPR Architects 

and Foster + Partners led the 

restoration, while AvroKo revived 

its Art Deco interiors. It also 

features Six Senses Place, built 

around wellness and connection. 

sixsenses.com

The Chancery Rosewood

Eero Saarinen designed this 1960 

building as the US Embassy. Now, 

David Chipperfi eld Architects 

has turned the Grade II-listed, 

Modernist landmark in Grosvenor 

Square into The Chancery 

Rosewood. Joseph Dirand 

designed the 144 guestrooms and 

suites as sleek, calming cocoons. 

rosewoodhotels.com

Clockwise from far left:

Celebrasia at Battersea 

Power Station; Ladbroke 

Hall; Luciano Giubbilei-

designed garden; a 

seafood dish at Pollini; 

Battersea Power Station 

Turbine Hall B and 

Control Room B
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wild
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No cages, no chains. Meet Asia’s 

wildest icons through fi ve operators 

that put the animals fi rst

Words Erica Fong
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Insight

are the next chapter for 
us – a very exciting one, 
too. One significant issue 
we’ve solved with the 
new Supersonic Travel is 
personal global voltage 
compatibility which means 
travellers can use their 
machine anywhere. 

The demand for hairdryers 
in hotels is huge. How 
important is that market 
for you now? 
Our beauty technology 
is engineered to deliver a 
salon-level experience at 
home. It’s wonderful that 
our products, including the 
Supersonic hairdryer and 
the Airwrap, found their way 
into hotels because people 
wanted that experience 
whether travelling for work 
or on holiday. 

Have companies like 
Boeing or Airbus sought 
your input on aircraft 
engineering? 
My feet are firmly on the 
ground, but our HushJet 
nozzle technology [used 
in Dyson’s air purification 
sytems] was inspired by 
the aerodynamic and 
silencing principles of jet 
engines which gives it a 
high-velocity airflow with 
minimal noise. We also have 
a Harrier Jump Jet on our 
Malmesbury campus in the 
UK, which I can see from my 
desk, and an English Electric 
Lightning jet suspended in 
our café. These aircraft are 
some of the design icons 
that I use to inspire our 
engineers. 

What made you establish 
your global headquarters 
in Singapore? 
Our decision to establish 
Singapore as our first 
global headquarters was 
about future-proofing the 
business to be closer to 
Dyson’s supply chain and 

main customer base in a 
dynamic and growing part 
of the world. Singapore is a 
fantastic hub for innovation 
and talent, and it connects 
us directly to Dyson’s 
fastest-growing markets. 

Tell us about the American 
market for Dyson. What 
are the most popular 
items?  
We find that Americans 
are quick to embrace new 
innovations, and when they 
see something they like, 

they act fast. For example, 
our HushJet Mini Cool 
fan has sold out several 
times since its launch. Our 
beauty products are also 
very popular in the US and 
generate a lot of excitement 
on social media – especially 
the Airwrap Co-anda 2x. 
We’ve already seen a strong 
response for the smaller 
Supersonic Travel hairdryer.

Of all the technologies 
you’ve worked on, which is 
your favourite? 

An inventor, entrepreneur and 
philanthropist, Sir James Dyson 

was born in Norfolk, England, and 
studied furniture and interior 

design at the Royal College of Art 
before moving into engineering. 

In 1982, he invented the first 
dual-cyclone vacuum cleaner, 

inspired by the centrifugal dust 
extractors used in sawmills. His 
eponymous, multi-billion-pound 
company is now present in 85 

markets around the world.

B I O G R A P H Y

Continued from previous page
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I couldn’t possibly pick a 
favourite. However, we’ve 
had great fun growing 
strawberries through 
circular farming. They 
are deliciously sweet and 
beautifully ripe all year 
round because they are 
grown in a 10.5-hectare 
glasshouse [using a 
Hybrid Vertical Growing 
System, AI-powered 
decision-support 
software, smart sensors 
and robotic harvesters]. 
The glasshouse is 

‘Ignore the 
so-called 
experts 
who say 
that it can’t 
be done’

CLOCKWISE 
FROM LEFT:
Dyson’s 
Hybrid 
Vertical 
Growing 
System; the 
Polyformer 
plastic 
recycling 
system, used 
in Rwanda
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(Zimbabwe), Kumasi (Ghana), 
Lagos (Nigeria) and Moshi 
(Tanzania). We found that 
only a fifth of the monitored 
days met global air quality 
standards. 

If you were a young 
engineer now, what 
problem would you be 
looking to solve? 
I always encourage young 
engineers, wherever they 
are, to look for problems 
that are being ignored 
and to apply what I call 
“wrong thinking” to solve 
them. This means not being 
afraid to look at something 
differently, from the ground 
up, and ignore the so-called 
experts who say it can’t 
be done. 

heated using the 
waste heat which 
comes from renewable 
energy production 
at our anaerobic 
digester. Farming lets us 
apply our problem-solving 
mindset in a different 
field. There is huge 
potential, and supporting 
Britain’s food security has 
become a passion for me 
and my engineers. 

Do you see AI as a tool 
that will accelerate 
innovation, or one that 
will accelerate imitation?
A bit of both. I have always 
thought AI can’t be that 
creative. So, the role of the 
engineers and the Dyson 
graduates is really 
important, because they 
can bring the kind of 
creativity that AI can’t.

How do you protect 
genuine innovation in 
a world where ideas 
spread instantly?
With some difficulty. 
People are shameless in 
copying ideas and it is 
morally repugnant. Why 
would anyone go through 
the heartache, expense 
and risk of making 
something when it will be 
ripped off.  At school you 
are expelled if you copy 
someone’s work – this 
should be treated with 
similar severity. 

Tell us a bit more about 
the data collected by 
Dyson’s smart pollution-
sensing backpacks, 
used in countries across 
Africa. 
Our backpacks provided 
a much clearer picture 
of air quality all around 
the world. Working with 
leading universities, we 
tracked school children’s 
exposure across several 
cities in 2021 – including in 
Blantyre (Malawi), Durban 
(South Africa), Harare 

5,127
Prototypes needed 
to perfect the first 

Dyson bagless 
vacuum cleaner

79
Age of Sir James Dyson 

on his most recent 
birthday, May 2, 2026

£600m
Operating profit reported 
in Dyson’s 2025 financial 

results, up £80m YoY

16,000
Global patents filed by 

the Dyson company

85
Total number of 
markets where 

Dyson products are 
sold, with more than 

425 Dyson direct retail 
stores worldwide

D Y S O N  I N 
N U M B E R S

Data from decades 
of devising devices 
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